TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING - 7 April 2025

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The meeting was opened at 7:00 pm by President, Jeff Bollard, with an Acknowledgement
of Country and welcomed participants and reminded members of the Code of Conduct.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

e Submitted a submission for the ACT Budget. There’s a couple of consultation reports,

including one on fire alarms, later this month.

POLICE REPORT

o Nigel Booth was not available this evening.

MP/MLA UPDATES

Deborah Morris (ACT Liberals):

Introduces herself to the TCC as the new Deputy Opposition Leader, including her
new responsibility for emergency services, community safety and policing.
Ambulance services are under pressure in the ACT and there are not enough
ambulances and paramedics. Some paramedics are working in excess of 16 hour
shifts and having to drive home at 3am in the morning, sometimes without a meal
break. Multiple ambulance stations are closing because there aren’t enough
paramedics. As a result of that, members of the community who are calling for
services are not getting there as quickly as they are needed. Paramedics feel that this
is a ‘moral injury’.

There are not more ambulances than people, but a poorly managed transition to a
new roster, as there have not been enough paramedics to fill the roster. The roster
introduced required 60 new paramedics to fill the roster, but only 15 new
paramedics have been funded.

The police have also been struggling, as there are not enough police officers in
Canberra. Violent crime has gone up by 30% in ten years, and investment in policing
has gone backwards, leading to the ACT spending less on policing now than there
were ten years ago.

Laura Nuttall (ACT Greens):
Received a paper on demanding supply for early childhood education care,

particularly in Tuggeranong.

Homelessness Matters Day is coming soon, which platforms voices of young people
who have experienced homelessness in their lives to pitch to decision-makers.
They’ve been chatting to a few people in the housing and homeless sector about
what might help.
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- Work is ongoing with the ACT careers association, who are working on making access
to a careers advisor in high school mandatory. Students deciding on subject choices
in college need to be able to talk to a careers advisor, because it can help them
understand the importance of their education and their subject choices. Laura has
opened a petition. A petition must meet the 500 signature threshold to be
considered by the assembly, but ACT careers association is keen to get to 1000
signatures.

- Putting in a submission to assembly about silicone dust, heavy traffic, impact on
natural habitat regarding the Monaro Rock Quarry NSW proposal.

- Mark Parton (ACT Liberals, Leader of the Opposition):
- Aliguor amendment bill is being considered by the legislative assembly, pertaining

to alcohol deliveries and restrictions to the times that alcohol can be delivered to
your home. No one can have anything delivered before 10am or after 10pm. There’s
also a cool-off period, where if you want to order something delivered to your home,
you can’t get it for two hours, there’s a delay between the orders and the deliveries.
If ordered with food, if the alcoholic drink is more than 50 percent of the price of the
whole meal, or if the volume of the drink is more than 1.5 litres, irrespective of the
qguantity of alcohol in the drink, you have to wait two hours for the delivery.

- The amendment bill is seeking to ease laws to support more hospitality businesses,
as they were supported during the pandemic lockdowns.

- There has been a series of meetings with groups like Doordash and other companies.

GUEST SPEAKER
Andy Lowes - Program Manager at Watertrust Australia - Snowy Water Review

® An intergovernmental agreement concerning the Murrumbidgee River is currently
underway, with WaterTrust Australia leading engagement on the Snowy Water Deed
review.

e The original Snowy Water inquiry in 1990 investigated rivers affected by the Snowy
Hydro dam and established an agreement to return water to those rivers, and this is
the first review since that inquiry.

e Senator Pocock negotiated the review in 2023, and Senator Gallagher announced it
in 2025, with the process progressing rapidly.

e Improved flows in the Murrumbidgee affect energy generation through two
pathways, either via Tumut, a key power generation area, or via Canberra.

e The Tumut system is currently experiencing overflow, whereas the Upper
Murrumbidgee is not receiving sufficient water to support firefighting, recreation
such as swimming, or ecological needs.

e Reduced flows have contributed to the extinction of some native wildlife species in
the region.
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e During the 2018 drought, the river dried up completely, leading to significant
shortages for livestock and firefighting efforts.

e Governance of the review has shifted from routine survey methods to a participatory
process involving an independent review panel, informed by public submissions, a
government review panel, and a stakeholder and First Nations panel.

e The stakeholder engagement panel includes representatives from the TCC, the
Upper Murrumbidgee Network, and various other community organisations.

e The review is considering multiple gauge crossings and how they influence water
flows.

® The cost of returning water flows from energy generation back into the
Murrumbidgee would be minimal compared to current profits.

e The stakeholder panel brings together a diverse group with different interests,
enabling farmers and environmentalists to collaboratively identify solutions and
reach consensus on management decisions.

e A structured decision-making process is being followed, which involves explaining
options and trade-offs to stakeholders, allowing them to make informed decisions,
and then monitoring outcomes through an implementation plan.

e Developing and explaining the options is the most time-intensive stage, ensuring
stakeholders fully understand the impacts, with a decision targeted by July 2026.

e Flow options have been developed based on established baseline and current
conditions, aiming to improve flows without fully restoring natural levels, as the
Snowy Hydro infrastructure will remain in place.

® Reaching agreement involves identifying a preferred option, adjusting flows
seasonally, and incorporating ecological considerations such as modifying water
catchment areas.

o While the focus is on the Murrumbidgee, the review applies to the broader Snowy
River system, including collaboration across the mountains to Dalgety to share
insights and inform decisions.

o Next steps include the final Stakeholder Advisory Group workshop in April-May, the
release of an interim report in May or June, and the provision of advice to the
government in July or August.

Terry Corriday, chair of Upper Murrimbidge Catchment Network

e The Upper Murrimbidge Catchment Network represents Landcare groups and
natural resource management agencies, working to improve the health of the
catchment in collaboration with Icon Water and other government and non-
government organisations.

e Currently, approximately 99% of water flows are directed into energy generation,
while only 1% flows into the Murrumbidgee, with even less reaching the river during
drought periods.
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Community groups are using deliberative democracy approaches as part of an
experimental engagement process to better understand individual impacts, while
awaiting further economic data.

The overall process has been perceived as rushed.

The key call to action is for people to learn more about the river, recognising that
every drop of water is allocated and highly contested, and that the current balance is
inequitable.

The aim is to achieve a 30% return of flows to the river, including establishing a
minimum base flow during drought years to ensure the river does not run dry.

The river is generally safe for swimming; however, authorities in the ACT will issue
warnings if bacterial levels increase, which is often linked to low flows, while initial
increases in flow can temporarily worsen water quality until rainfall improves
conditions.

Snowy Hydro 2.0 affects the system by pumping water from Tumut back into the
original dam, which adds complexity, as water can be redirected during this process
but may incur a financial loss.

Lessons from the 2002 environmental flow negotiations highlight the importance of
clearly defining targets, as some were interpreted as averages while others were
treated as upper limits.

When direct conflicts arise between stakeholders, the process focuses on making
technical information accessible to support informed trade-off discussions, although
significant disagreements have not yet fully emerged due to ongoing data collection.
It is recognised that consensus may not always be reached, and in such cases
differing positions are formally recorded, with stakeholders encouraged to engage in
robust, closed-door discussions.

Community engagement and campaigning efforts encourage people to learn about
the river, including through resources such as the “Forgotten River” website, noting
that advocacy around Snowy water flows has been ongoing since the 1980s.

There is support for trial runs to gather more data, with the understanding that
achieving a full 30% return in flows may need to be implemented gradually over
time.

Discussions are underway about the ACT potentially becoming a signatory to the
water deed, and this is considered an important issue for public submissions.

Water licences in Australia allow users to extract a specified maximum amount of
water, but only when river levels reach certain thresholds, with cease-to-pump
orders enforced during low flows, reflecting a highly regulated system.

While water license trading occurs in the Murray—Darling Basin, it is not practiced in
the Upper Murrumbidgee, where only a small proportion of water is used for
irrigation and consumption.

The worst-case scenario is that, although all parties are currently aligned in seeking a
solution, consensus may be difficult to achieve despite ongoing collaborative efforts.
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GENERAL BUSINESS
Apologies

- David Smith
- Caitlin Tough

Previous Minutes
Acceptance of the February Meeting Minutes was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded
by Didi Sommer.

Treasurer’s Report

Alex Patulny has resigned as Treasurer. Committee has appointed Nunpui as Treasurer for
the remainder of the year. TCC Financial Position is the same as earlier in the year, with
significant funds in the account scheduled for SouthFest 2026. TCC received $300 honorary
compensation for participation in the EVOenergy stakeholder consultation. TCC has incurred
some costs from recent community engagement, mainly Clean Up Australia Day. TCC will
engage an independent reviewer of the TCC budget at the end of the financial year.
Treasurer’s report was proposed by Jeff Bollard, seconded by Albert Orszaczky.

Subcommittees

- Environment: Workshop on options for restoring Lake Tuggeranong consultation and
listening report are out now.
- Youth: There are two youth surveys, one is for high school and one is general.
- We received about 70 or 80 responses now.
- For the younger kids, their biggest concern is education,
- Older kids’ biggest concern is uni.
- Trying to get more people interested in youth. Trying to get presentations at
the schools and colleges to get more students involved.
- Transport and Planning: Nil update.

- SouthFest: Using the same public space, Anketel Street, need additional people to
come and help, going to be reaching out. South Fest is not exclusive to TCC. If there
are other groups around that want to get involved in South Fest and be a part of it,
the TCC is very open to other people joining and providing them with the hands and
feet needed to make it work on the day. Discussing a theme for South Fest, one of
the themes which has been talked about is Green Gardens, promoting waste
recycling and green waste.

Any Other Business

No other business. The community meeting was closed by the President at 8:47pm. The
next meeting will be held on Tuesday 5 May 2026.



