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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING – 3 March 2025 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm by President, Jeff Bollard, with an Acknowledgement 
of Country and welcomed participants and reminded members of the Code of Conduct.  

GUEST SPEAKER 

Bethel Sendaba - Executive Branch Manager, Climate Change and Energy Policy, ACT 
Government 

● The speaker explained that the climate change strategy is currently under 
development, so the presentation would provide an overview rather than detailed 
outcomes. 

● The speaker outlined Canberra’s changing climate, noting increasing temperatures 
and hotter summers, with projections indicating continued warming over the next 24 
years. Bushfire seasons are expected to last longer, and rainfall patterns will shift 
toward more intense storms.  

● A new strategy is being drafted to support the community and businesses through 
this transition, as 2050 is only 24 years away and the impacts will affect everyone, 
requiring both adaptation and emissions reduction efforts. 

● The strategy involves accelerating both emissions reduction and climate adaptation 
initiatives. 

● The ACT has committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2040, and per capita 
emissions have already been reduced by 69%. 

● Transport emissions were identified as the largest source of emissions, followed by 
gas. 

● Additional areas for emissions reduction are being explored, including waste and 
construction. 

● The ACT has not met its interim emissions reduction target (approximately 50%) set 
for 2025. 

● Supporting programs include increasing tree plantings across the city to improve 
canopy cover, and implementing a zero-emissions vehicle strategy for transport. 

● The new climate change strategy aims to better respond to the climate challenge, 
take advantage of opportunities in the transition to net zero, and deliver meaningful 
progress in a way that is fair, equitable, and supportive of those most affected. 

● The strategy’s goal is to guide actions over the next ten years. It will include shorter-
term action plans spanning two to four years, supported by an overarching 
framework. 

● The process began late last year, when the Minister initiated consultations with key 
stakeholders. The current focus is on drafting the strategy and action plans, followed 
by public consultation, reporting, and a planned release by the end of the year. 
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● A discussion paper has been developed to support the strategy, outlining key themes 
and focus areas such as building communities, creating business opportunities, 
ensuring homes and infrastructure are climate-ready, improving low-carbon 
transport, protecting the natural environment, and preparing the workforce for a 
low-emissions future. The speaker clarified that these themes are not listed in order 
of priority and are all considered equally important. 

● Co-benefits of the strategy were noted, such as how enabling equitable housing can 
support climate adaptation and ensure adequate housing in response to climate 
impacts, including heat. 

Questions: 

● How will the light rail help to reach zero emissions? Greater public transport and 
access to public transport, encourages people to know that public transport is 
coming and the light rail is regular, light rail is a zero emission/low emission 
transport mode.  

● How do you test and validate the predictions and what do you do when they prove to 
be wrong? ACT relies on a range of different sources, they don’t rely on any singular 
person or authority, as they collaborate and gather as many different sources. 
Climate projections are done with a team using colleagues from NSW, as well as 
engaging economic advisors to help with cross-benefit analysis, and also members of 
the community. When proved to be wrong, they respond to what’s in front of us.  

● What budget has been set aside to cover the cost of this strategy? At the moment, 
ACT Government’s role is to develop the strategy, any subsequent decisions for the 
budget will be through the budget process. 

● Woodheaters emit methane and black carbon. In the light of this evidence, how will 
the government response discuss the impact of woodheaters? This sits outside the 
objections of this particular strategy, Given you have made that comment and 
feedback, we will provide a response to your concern. There is a government 
position and response to how they are tackling woodheaters. ACT relies on a 
greenhouse gas inventory and how emissions from woodheaters is captured on that. 
Jeff notes that’s an opportunity to provide feedback on the strategy. 

● In the page summarising the benefits of the strategy, you indicated that cost of living 
could be reduced through electrification that reduces costs for households, but from 
what I’ve seen of my own bills, they’re almost increasing exponentially. How will this 
strategy respond to that? Where the ACT can support people to take consumer 
energy resources (solar and battery), it helps people transition from gas to 
electricity, to become more adaptable, and that is where the cost reduction to home 
energy prices are. The ACT has historically and continues to have some of the lowest 
electricity prices in the country. For homes, that can consider what is referred to as 
the energy wallet, that transition from gas to electricity can bring down the overall 
cost.  
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● If you want to reduce transport emissions, make it possible for people to use the 
buses. You need to create an environment where people are actually encouraged to 
take buses and feel safe. Bethel will take on as good feedback for the strategy. 

● How much is the ACT government doing to assist you in your targets? Bethel and her 
team work really collaboratively internally and now within this new agency that 
Climate Change Policy sits within, being the same directorate as Access Canberra 
allows the teams to find common action that meets everybody’s needs.  

● I’m concerned about education and schools. We should have people going into 
schools and teaching kids about climate. A role of the strategy is about sharing 
information and ensuring transparency. ACT wants to empower people and show 
people what they can do.  

● We keep on seeing all these strategies come out, who brings all those strategies to 
make sure they are a coherent story at the top level so we know everybody is working 
to the same goals. The Government tries to make sure that they’re as harmonised as 
they can be.  

POLICE REPORT  

● No police officer was available to present a community report.  
● Nigel Booth will be present from now on, as the new Detective Chief Inspector. 

MP/MLA UPDATES  

- Laura Nuttall (ACT Greens) 
● Chisholm Vikings - undertaking social research to understand what residents want to 

replace on the site. Laura met with owner and discussed third places. ACT 
Government owns the oval and there is high enthusiasm for it to be kept. 

● Bushfire Smoke Community Consultation - undertaken by UC, through pop-up 
sessions in Tuggeranong and Belconnen to discuss the impact of bushfire smoke and 
heat.  

● Chatting with Duty of Care campaign - a community group keen to legislate a Duty of 
Care as a guiding principle for ACT Climate Change Strategy will hold a submission 
writing event on 15th March in Dickson.  

● The 10-pin bowling site on Cowlishaw St is up for lease, some constituents are 
concerned that the bowling facility will be removed. Laura is investigating.  

● Youth Parliament - The Y is organising a 6-month course with young people to 
undertake community consultation and culminates in sitting weeks to do mock 
debates of a bill. Laura has encouraged Tuggeranong participants to come to TCC.  

●  Un*uck Uni Housing event - University accommodation is not protected under ACT 
renters’ rights, as such Laura is consulting with students on experiences and 
solutions. Senator Mehreen Faruqi will attend the event and rescheduling date will 
be announced soon. 
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● Fiscal Sustainability inquiry - interim report was handed down and the report is not 
looking good. Laura is making her way through the report. 

● Negotiating on reforming early childhood education, with Thomas Emerson - recent 
serious incidents, Government will look at suggested reforms and report back later.  

● Asked about heating in schools during Question Time - Minister has dedicated 
$15million for cooling in priority area schools. Many are temporary fixes, with older 
classrooms left behind.  

● Minister will get back about number of split classes (regular teacher is away, class is 
split across school), keen to understand how learning is being interrupted. 

● Jo Clay has been the point on circular economy stewardship, but has not asked about 
the impacts of artificial grass, as the ACT Greens are only just starting to understand 
recycling impacts. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
● Submission on Missing Middle - President attended recent consultation. 
● ACT Budget is currently out for consultation and TCC has made a submission.  

○ The submission made a point about the fact that if you’re a renter, you’re 
effectively paying double because of land tax which the landlord just passes 
on to you.  

○ Q: In your budget submission to the ACT, you mentioned the disadvantages of 
renters? If you own a property and rent it out, you are charged rates and land 
tax. It’s an inequity because the land tax is just passed on to the renter.  

● We’ve been contacted by a consultant about Chisholm Vikings. The consultant is 
reaching out about plans for the development of Chisholm and how to integrate the 
shops and sporting ovals into a village centre. Vikings have come to the conclusion 
that Chisholm wasn’t viable in its current form. TCC has suggested a community use 
of that land.  

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Apologies 

- Mark Parton 
- Deborah Morris 
- Nigel Booth 
- Caitlin Tough 

 
Previous Minutes 
Acceptance of the February Meeting Minutes was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded 
by Nora Preston. 

Treasurer’s Report 
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No report. Minimal transactions since the previous meeting. 
 
Subcommittees 

- Environment: Lake Cleanup - 40 people attended, mostly scouts and cubs, 22 bags of 
rubbish, collected more than previously and weather was nice. Bags provided by 
Cleanup Australia Day. There were less bottles since the return and earn scheme was 
implemented, but an increase in cigarette butts, some sharp objects as well, mostly 
needles.  

- Youth: Engagement survey is out, as the Youth committee is trying to understand 
priority areas and priority issues going into the Forum. The survey has split high 
school and primary school to understand differences in priorities.  

- Transport and Planning: New buses timetable, 8 minute shorter delay than expected. 
R4 was hardest hit with delays. ACT Government has signalled they may introduce 
sweeper buses to pick up those who missed the R4 Bus. There is consideration of a 
midcycle update to timetable depending on roadworks. Bus driver observation 
(rather than MyWay system) is saying bus uptake is higher. 

- Additionally, Athllon Dr project contractor was approved this week, so slow move 
towards upgrade. 

 
Any Other Business 

Jeff Bollard proposed moving the time of the meeting to a 7pm start. TCC will trial for winter 
months.  

The community meeting was closed by the President at 9:07pm. The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 7 April 2026. 

 

 

 

 


