TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING - 3 February 2026

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The meeting was opened at 7:31 pm by President, Jeff Bollard, with an Acknowledgement
of Country, a welcome to participants and a reminder of TCC Code of Conduct.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Welcome to 2026.

Southern Cross Club has generously offered their space while Vikings Club is under
renovations

Invited to Missing Middle consultation, discuss

ACT begin consultation on Climate Change Strategy

Community Councils meeting on aquatic strategy to discuss pools.

Future of CIT Tuggeranong campus in doubt, but noting new CIT Woden.

TCC office relocated.

EvoEnergy Consumer Reference Council, TCC representative, to discuss Gas Plan,
including pricing to disconnect from gas completely.

Hugh, General Manager Operations, Southern Cross Club

Surveyed locals about SCC on perceptions of building.

Feedback was concerned around cheap versions for Tuggeranong renovations.
More natural lighting and big screen TV. All electric kitchen.

Separated areas, e.g. Family area, quiet dining area, cafe area, and pub area.

POLICE REPORT

Offence types in decline: Assaults, robberies, property damage.

Increase: Car theft, up from 1 to 2. Shop theft around school holidays, increase in
mental health attendance,

Summernats: Necessary burden for police and ACT economy.

Multicultural Festival, Canberra Show, Guest of Government dignitaries which will all
have increased police presence.

3 road fatalities, % in Tuggeranong,

Belconnen Pipebomb incident - few in Tuggeranong but no injuries.

With School holidays over, back to business as usual.

Inspector Nigel Booth coming down to be inspector at Tuggeranong Station,

Q: Pipe bomb copycat? Unknown

Q: Cars with cameras, different types? Yellow cars looking for mobile phone use and
seatbelts, whereas white cars are number plate registration check

Q: Multidwelling apartments? Some in Anketell, but mostly theft from secure cages
and neighbour disputes, but nowhere bad as other areas.

AFP acquired new cars from summernats. But overall, not too badly behaved this
year.
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MLA UPDATES

Laura Nuttall (ACT Greens)
Deadline for DA petition tonight for water’s edge residents request consultation for

footpath under construction, tabled for Thursday.

New bus timetable - few concerns from constituents, R4 once every 15 minutes, so
full by the time it leaves Tuggeranong. ACT Government argues it is needed to
balance with civic transport (light rail).

Mark Parton MLA moved motion to fund Erindale Active Leisure Centre, ultimately
motioned through, business case in works for upgrades, hopefully soon.

Andrew Braddock moving forward release of Cabinet records sooner, 10 years + 11
months, aiming to bring down to 10 years + 30 days.

Richardson Shops - fencing around shops, no concrete information from owners but
rumours of Cafe or Early Childcare, continue to push for citizen demands like
supermarket.

Heat Awareness Week - stay safe all.

CIT Tuggeranong closing rumours? Work to solidify.

Regular stall schedule for the rest of the year to letter box and talk to Laura on Friday
mornings (10am-12pm) around local shops.

Members suggested more community centres/shopping malls to stay out of the
heat. Laura noted and stated she was pushing for more library hours, but looking
into more public spaces for heat refuge in general.

Laura will follow up on the planned publication date for the Report on Male Suicide

Taimus Werner-Gibbings (ALP ACT)
Parliamentary year began with a condolence motion for victims of Bondi massacre

this morning. All party leaders did the Assembly and our community proud.
Survey on Erindale Shops - ACT Gov committed $2.6m to Erindale public spaces,
Taimus has started a survey to understand from locals on what they would want,
received some suggestions like a playground, and wants to understand if that’s
important. Electronic survey on Taimus’ Facebook page, closing on 15 February
2026.

Members were encouraged to suggest their ideas like an Erindale Bus station bike
parking facilities.
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GUEST SPEAKER
A Healthy Environment is a Human Right
Prof Penny Mathews, ACT Human Rights Commission

® The ACT Human Rights Act provides that everyone is entitled to a healthy
environment, making the ACT the only Australian jurisdiction to explicitly recognise
this right and the first state or territory to enact a Human Rights Act.

@® The right to a healthy environment is also recognised under international law;
however, international mechanisms such as the Paris Agreement have limited
enforcement powers, and international courts can generally issue advisory opinions
rather than enforceable rulings.

® National courts have stronger enforcement powers, but the ACT Supreme Court
cannot strike down legislation; it can only declare a law incompatible with human
rights, leaving it to the Legislative Assembly to decide whether to amend the law.

@® This creates a dialogue model between the courts and the Assembly, with the
Assembly retaining ultimate authority.

@® There have been approximately 100 human rights complaints in the ACT, including
about six relating to the right to a healthy environment.

@ There is currently a litigation bar on certain public authority obligations under the
Act, although this provision is due to sunset in the near future.

@® The ACT Human Rights Commission is undertaking a review of the right to a healthy
environment, which will involve community consultation rather than simply
producing a written report.

@® The review recognises that achieving this right involves community choices and
shared responsibility, and it will focus on several key elements.

@® The first stage of the review will focus on clean air, as this is a more contained issue
that allows for testing of the review methodology through consultation with
community groups.

@® The ACT monitors air quality for various pollutants, with results published online; the
2024 report recorded two exceedances, one at the Civic monitoring station due to
construction dust and one in Monash, which was attributed to wood smoke.

@® There is increasing concern that adverse health effects may occur at pollutant levels
below current standards, suggesting that governments should progressively
strengthen air quality standards.

® There is effectively no safe level of exposure to wood heater smoke, which can
become trapped in areas such as the Tuggeranong Valley due to temperature
inversion effects.

@® The ACT has introduced a progressive ban on wood heaters, with in-principle
acceptance of a full transition away from them to cleaner energy sources by 2045.
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A human rights approach to phasing out wood heaters raises competing
considerations, including the right to privacy and health where smoke infiltrates
neighbouring homes, and the freedom of individuals to use legally purchased wood
heaters.

Questions

Community discussion has raised questions about whether current wood heater
rules strike an appropriate balance between individual choice and the right to a
healthy environment.

Concerns were raised about how a ban could be implemented fairly for people who
legally purchased wood heaters and rely on them for heating.

Suggestions included introducing a star rating or phased reduction system for
heaters, although standards already exist and questions remain about whether they
are adequate.

Some participants proposed reinstating chimney filters as a mitigation measure
rather than fully phasing out wood heaters.

Australian studies suggest that current Australian wood heater standards are not fit
for purpose, and that some heaters permitted in Australia would not meet standards
in New Zealand.

It was argued that wood heaters may no longer be appropriate in dense urban areas
with increasing infill development.

One proposal was to require the removal of wood heaters when homes are sold to
accelerate the transition to cleaner heating.

Concerns were raised about governance, including that the Australian Standards
committee is chaired by the CEO of the Wood Heater Council.

Questions were asked about the timing of the review, which is due just prior to the
2028 ACT election, although it was noted that a review is necessary because this
section of the Act has been treated as incompatible rather than struck down.

It was suggested that organisations such as the Asthma Association should be
consulted as part of the review.

Questions were raised about whether noise pollution falls within the scope of the
right to a healthy environment, although this has not yet been tested in court and
was not specifically addressed by the United Nations.

While wood heaters were historically necessary, concerns were raised about over-
reliance on electrification and the need to consider backup options in case of
shortages, alongside the need to reduce pollution.

Calls were made for additional air monitoring stations in areas such as Hume,
although funding constraints were cited by the ACT Government.

Concerns were raised about the affordability and effectiveness of electric heating,
and the fact that interest-free loans for electric heaters are no longer available.
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@® The creation of a register of wood heaters was proposed but not adopted by the ACT
Government.

@® Broader environmental concerns were noted, including lithium battery-related
house fires and the impacts of lithium mining.

@® The review of air quality will also consider other pollution sources such as hazard
reduction burns and bushfires.

@® Experiences during bushfires highlighted smoke infiltration into homes, prompting
suggestions for incentives to retrofit homes with double glazing, noting that such
upgrades are significantly more expensive in Australia than in Europe.

Next Steps

@® The next steps include a formal call for submissions and expanded community
consultation.

® Community members are encouraged to provide feedback via
Righttoahealthyenvironment@act.gov.au

® It was acknowledged that some people feel disappointed that previous attempts to
provide feedback have had limited impact, and stakeholders expressed openness to
further engagement on the issue.

@® TCC welcomes members to provide input from email as well as helping facilitate

consultation in the future.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Apologies

Mark Parton
Deborah Morris
Caitlin Tough
Alex Patulny

Previous Minutes

Acceptance of the Minutes of the November and December was proposed by Brodie Knox

and seconded by Glenys Patulny. Minor edits will be made as noted by members.

Treasurer’s Report
Apologies from the Treasurer. No significant changes since last year. TCC has received $900

for membership funds from EvoEnergy for attendance at the Consumer Reference Groups.
SouthFest is settled.

Sub Committee Reports

Environment — Restoring Lake Tuggeranong workshop at Tuggeranong Library.
SouthFest - Motion to authorise organise SouthFest 2026. Proposed by Glenys
Patulny, seconded by Rob Lovett. No objections.
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O Motion to Approve Funding. Moved by Brodie Knox, seconded by Glenys
Patulny.
e Youth - Youth meeting organised to conduct youth survey prior to youth forum.
e Planning - representation to Missing Middle consultation.

The meeting was closed by the President at 9:23 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, 3rd of March 2026.



