
TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.   

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING – 2 December 2025 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The meeting was opened at 7:45 pm by President, Jeff Bollard, with an Acknowledgement 
of Country and welcome to participants.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
● Jeff noted the successful hosting of SouthFest 2025. A full report on Southfest 2025 

at February meeting, following a Southfest Committee wrap-up meeting later in 
December. 

POLICE REPORT - N/A 

MP/MLA UPDATES  

- Laura Nuttall (ACT Greens) 
● Tom Emerson introduced the Closing the Gap bill for debate in the ACT Legislative 

Assembly - bill requires ACTPS SES to demonstrate cultural capability and culpability, 
embedding CtG into public service. Greens and Labor supported, with amendments, 
which should pass next year.  

● Richardson Shop - Laura did not get an update from the Minister during Question 
Time. Owners are trying to find prospective tenants. Laura hopes to have 
information this week or February. 

● Government waste to energy policy - ban on incineration until 2025, while the 
Minister for Environment will extend the ban until consideration of a new policy, 
with no word on community consultation but it would be good for the community to 
be heard.  

● Annual Reports - Belgravia will be taking over the Leisure Centre, but people will 
retain their membership during a transition to the wider Belgravia network in 2026 
with consultation. 

● Timeline for Tuggeranong Escape Park - no timeline, ideally part of skate park 
strategy. 

- Taimus Werner-Gibbings (ALP ACT) 
● Congratulations on SouthFest, noting the unlucky weather but it was a very popular 

event. 
● Noting the re-organisation of the Opposition in the ACT, with Tuggeranong losing its 

speaker, but gained OL and DLOO, with Hanson is the new speaker. 
● Heritage - Erindale Brick banks - recently listed a few weeks ago after being 

nominated in 2016. Wanniassa homestead is the last piece of farm building part of 
the brick banks. 
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● Ice rink - Taimus is hosting a petition. So far, it seems residents are happy for the ice 
rink, with a bigger contribution from the ACT for a smaller facility is possible, the 
conversations are still ongoing. The petition is open until February.  

○ Builders promised dual ice rinks and a rock climbing facility, but have since 
backed down.  

○ Renovations to the Woden ice rink would not be big enough for ice hockey 
sports and the facility is not owned by the ACT Government.  

● Lake Tuggeranong discussion paper - deep dive on Monday 8 December, 10am-
12pm, with scientists from UC and a previous water report from Nicole Lawder, with 
locals able to offer their views on paper.  

● Taimus will follow up on whether the woodheater ban is exempt for heritage listed 
sites. 

 

- David Smith MP (ALP) 
● Smith has hosted 3 seniors forums across Electorate to engage on changes to the 

Aged Care Act. An updated booklet available at the MP office. 
● Multicultural Forum - brought together diverse community, talk about challenges 

across communities and work together. 
● Volunteers of Bean event - hosted by Taimus to celebrate local volunteers. 
● As some general updates on recent actions by the Government: 

○ Early childhood education employees received their pay increase.  
○ 20% HECS cut is coming 
○ New Environment protection legislation was passed in Parliament.  

● In response to reports of APS cuts, David noted he opposed blanket cuts in caucus as 
blanket cuts across APS are easiest on wasteful departments, however there is space 
to look at agencies and how they spend money, but with a preference to cut money 
from consultants and contractors.  

● Noting the NBN rollout will slow, with David’s own suburb will not be updated until 
2029. The commitment was 90% by 2030, with the first tranche starting now, and 
expected to be completed on time. 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Dee Kneipp - NBN Co. 

● The Fibre Upgrades ACT program will upgrade 97,000 premises from Fibre to the 
Node (FTTN) to Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) at a cost of $640 million, to be 
progressively completed by 2030. 

● The average household currently has around 20 connected devices, which is 
expected to double by 2030, with data usage forecast to increase by 28% by 2035, 
making FTTN insufficient to meet future demand. 
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● Around 90% of homes across the ACT will be upgraded to FTTP, while approximately 
10% will remain on FTTN due to the difficulty of upgrading those premises. In 
Tuggeranong alone, about 21,000 premises are scheduled to receive FTTP upgrades. 

● Contracts were awarded in July, with Service Stream delivering works in South 
Canberra and Ventia working in parallel on the north side. 

● The rollout is complex and lengthy because it requires construction of an entirely 
new underground fibre network. 

● Community consultation and public communication are commencing to raise 
awareness and minimise disruption, including discussing cable routes that avoid 
damaging gardens and private property. 

● Disruption is expected mainly during the construction phase, with minimal impact 
during survey and post-construction phases, although inspections will be required to 
assess cable entry points. 

● Residents will receive advance communication from NBN, including land access 
notices, before any work occurs on their property. 

● If concrete or other surfaces need to be removed, contractors will reinstate them, 
although the replacement may not be identical to the original finish. 

● Small multi-dwelling units such as duplexes and low-rise apartments are included, 
while high-rise buildings are currently out of scope and will require separate, 
building-specific solutions and timeframes. 

● During the survey phase, residents may experience door knocking, receive letters 
and notices of inspection (LIFD1), and be provided with an Evoenergy factsheet. 

● The construction phase will involve further door knocking and distribution of 
construction notices to affected residents. 

● After construction, residents will receive NBN service notifications and 
communications from their retail service providers. 

● Residents are advised not to discard letters and to complete requested details, with 
support available via an NBN call centre by phone or email. 

● Residents can prepare by registering for updates at nbn.com.au/FibreUpgradeACT  
● Residents should be alert to scams, as NBN will not ask for money, remote computer 

access, or personal financial details, and suspected scams should be reported by 
calling NBN directly. 

● Planning began in January following a joint announcement by the Government and 
NBN, with delivery only able to proceed after federal funding was confirmed due to 
the high cost and complexity of the rollout. 

● If there is no power supply near the external connection box, NBN technicians will 
work with homeowners to find an appropriate solution at no extra cost, although 
additional internal cabling may require a private contractor. 

● Households may choose not to connect to NBN after installation if they prefer 5G, 
but FTTP still increases property value. 

http://nbn.com.au/FibreUpgradeACT
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● Existing aerial services from backyard poles via copper telephone lines will be 
replaced with fibre infrastructure. 

● Timeframes for complex multi-dwelling units are still being developed, and such 
buildings may be placed on a waiting list for later upgrades. 

● Areas such as Greenway will be surveyed at a later stage, with suburb-by-suburb 
updates available on the NBN website. 

● The rollout is starting in Inner South suburbs due to their complexity, with 
Tuggeranong scheduled ahead of Woden. 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Ralph Ogden - ACT Healthy Waterways - Toxic algal bloom 

● Ralph Ogden from ACT Healthy Waterways outlined the issue of toxic algal blooms in 
Lake Tuggeranong, supported by research findings from the University of Canberra 
and the ACT Office of Water technical team. 

● Phosphorus is the key limiting nutrient for algae in freshwater lakes, meaning that 
controlling phosphorus inputs is essential to managing algal blooms. 

● Most phosphorus entering Lake Tuggeranong comes from stormwater, at levels 
around 5 times higher than what is needed to trigger an algal bloom, resulting in a 
“super bloom”. 

● Although the lake was once thought to be designed in a way that made the problem 
impossible to solve, modelling has shown that reducing phosphorus inputs can 
significantly reduce bloom frequency. 

● Reducing phosphorus loads progressively lowers the likelihood of algal blooms, with 
a target of 700 kg reducing blooms from occurring every summer to about once 
every four summers. 

● Urban areas generate particularly polluted stormwater, making nutrient control 
more difficult due to sewerage systems, rubbish, and dense development. 

● A cost-effectiveness approach was used to assess pollution mitigation options, 
including prevention, filtration, and treatment, drawing on more than 30 years of 
modelling and around two dozen models. 

● Lake Tuggeranong naturally flushes nutrients only about twice over long periods, so 
nutrients must be removed from streets and stormwater before they reach the lake. 

● Prevention measures include street sweeping, community composting and clean-
ups, fertiliser reduction programs, and better practices to prevent grass clippings 
entering drains. 

● Filtration options include stormwater filtration facilities and rainwater tanks, 
particularly to capture runoff from roofs that would otherwise flow into the lake. 

● Treatment options within the lake itself were found to be not cost-effective. 



TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.   

● Street sweeping was identified as one of the most effective measures, while 
additional wetlands can also help but are expensive; no single measure can achieve 
the 700 kg phosphorus reduction target alone. 

● Combining multiple measures is necessary, although overlapping benefits mean that 
total effectiveness is reduced compared to simply adding each measure together. 
Additional options are still being investigated by the ACT Government. 

● The next steps include releasing a report, seeking public feedback, developing Plan 
Version 1, preparing a business case by April 2026, securing funding, implementing 
actions, and ongoing monitoring and evaluation. 
 

● While increased tree cover can technically add organic material to the lake, the 
greater risk is urban heat, and trees help reduce this; as such the cost of street 
sweeping is currently being assessed. 

● Replanting vegetation around the lake edges and installing submerged plant beds 
have not been pursued due to high costs and limited effectiveness, and lakeside 
vegetation is unlikely to be a major cause of the blooms. 

● Leaking sewerage systems have not yet been investigated in detail; sewer blockages 
are common and sewer relining is difficult, reinforcing street sweeping as a practical 
and effective solution. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Apologies 

- Rob Loveitt 
- Alex Patulny 
- Caitlin Tough 
- Mark Parton 
- Deb Morris 

 
Any Other Business 
Due to time constraints, other business will be delayed until the next meeting, including: 

- Previous Minutes 
- Treasurer’s Report 
- Subcommittee reports 

 
The meeting was closed by the President at 9:12 pm.  

 


