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TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL Inc. 

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING - 6 MAY 2025 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The meeting opened at 7:30pm by President Glenys Patulny with an acknowledgement of country and 
welcome to participants. 

Deb Hawker, President of the Tuggeranong Rotary Club presented Glenys with a community service 
award to acknowledge her for long service to the Tuggeranong community, including as a school 
teacher, Deputy Principal, and TCC President.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

● Glenys thanked Rotary for the award and acknowledged that these awards give credibility to 
TCC as a whole when organising events, such as Youth Forums. 

● Glenys gave an update on sponsorships applications for SouthFest  
● The Youth Engagement Forum will be held on 22 May. 
● Acknowledgement to Vice-President Jeff Bollardfor his work in hosting the recent Bean 

Candidates’ Forum for the federal election. 
● Glenys attended the Housing debate, hosted by Senator David Pocock.  
● Additionally, Glenys attended an Energy Consumer Consultation Forum as a representative of 

TCC, as well as an Environmental and Planning Stakeholders Forum and the ReGen Forum. 
 

POLICE REPORT – Sergeant Troy Gordon 

● General statistics - Overall offences are trending downwards at around 9%. 
● However, burglary, car theft, arson, assault and sexual assault incidents are increasing. 
● Police continue to work with local businesses to minimise shoplifting. 
● No major incidents around recent school holidays. 
● Notable incidents around Canberra include antisocial behaviour reported at bus stops, two 

house fires caused by faulty electrical appliances, and a plane crash in Tharwa; fortunately no 
fatalities in any of these incidents. 

 

MLA UPDATES 

- Laura Nuttall MLA – Greens  

● Continue to advocate for resealing of Smith’s Road, Tharwa 
● Attended a Youth Forum in Braddon, 20 young people at risk of homelessness are requesting 

funding guarantee extended past June 2025. 
● Campaign to save the legless lizard, and natural habitat at risk by the Canberra Airport 

extension DA. The federal Environment Minister will investigate, meanwhile the ACT 
Conservation Council has a petition to prevent expansion. 
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● Protest Rally to raise awareness about Violence against Women and Children at 12pm 
Saturday 10th May, organised by “What Were You Wearing” and “Red Heart” campaigns. 
Sadly, 119 women and children have died due to Domestic Violence since January 2024. 

● Committees - annual reports 
○ Inquiry into territory priority projects - recommends no passing of bills until resolution of 

significant issues 
○ Inquiry into Burrangiri Aged Care Respite Centre - investigating closure and community 

need 
○ Inquiry into Men’s suicide - open to public submissions 

- Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA - ALP 

● Noting federal commitment $3.8 billion to NBN Fibre to Home upgrades, interchange health 
coop funding and $1 million for Chisholm Cricket Club. 

● For Gordon residents, there is an open petition by Mark Parton MLA for Harry Hopman Circuit 
to become one-way, as well as community consultation on monopole Telecom Tower. 

● Update on the Legal Affairs committee on Strata title - public submissions are open, encourage 
all to submit. 

● Update on Economics committee - inquiry into barriers to sport participation; investigating 
barriers to anyone who is looking to join, not just kids. 

● Currently, there is a discussion paper on Bail Reform – an extremely complicated and sensitive 
topic, but it has been 20 years since previous reforms. Government is seeking views from all 
engaged members of the public. While ACT has the lowest prisoner population per capita, it 
does have the highest number of former prisoners on remand. 

○ Question from Wayne - Will there be an inquiry into Jail conditions? 
A: Peter Cain MLA and Shane Rattenbury MLA will start an inquiry into rehabilitation next 
year. 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Climate Change Update - Walter Jehne 

Walter Jehne provided us an address on regenerative agriculture, prompting the following discussions: 

● Walter Jehne is a soil microbiologist who has worked with CSIRO and overseas, but now 
retired for 20 years, but works with the farming community on carbon accounting projects.  

● There are 4.5 billion hectares of man-made desert, degraded through industrial agriculture. We 
have about 50-60 harvests left before complete dissertation of agricultural land 

● ACT government has approached Walter Jehne and others to ask how to assist process of 
regeneration. 

● While the ACT does not produce much agriculture here, ReGen is trying to coordinate with the 
local community to conceive of an autonomous high-quality food system for the ACT, which is 
currently totally reliant on industrial food imported from other areas, making food security 
vulnerable and expensive. 

● Territory and federal funding for research has been allocated to regenerative agriculture, but 
the challenge is not growing (a supply-side concern) but rather ensuring consumers improve 
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our health, as 60% of ACT residents are chemically malnourished due to a rise in diet-induced 
disease like diabetes, due to the quality of food we eat.  

● Government has an interest as there is a growing budget deficit due to health costs and 
improvements in diets is a preventative health investment.  

● Australia has world-class research and high potential to improve nutrition science, but there 
must also be a community appreciation or imperative to buy nutritious food. There are 
opportunities to redesign our food system but limited options currently in our supermarkets. 

● In summary, health depends on healthy soil for healthy food for healthy people. 

There was a general discussion on chemicals in soils destroying arable land and degrading food 
quality, as well as other research in this field from farmers to urban planning in Paris to develop 
agriculture within an urban setting. 
 

Goodies Junction (Vinnies) – Lindsay Rae 

● Goodies Junction was established by Vinnies from a tender from ACT government to recycle 
goods. The requirements of the tender included weighing goods, pricing data, and sales data 
to assist government planning.  

● Social housing is usually empty, so new tenants come to Salvos or Vinnies for furnishings. 
● Additionally, Green Sheds produce furniture rather than Vinnies needing to purchase all 

furniture to sell.  
● We receive approximately 50 tonnes a week in donations, mainly clothing but also homewares. 

However, if you can’t sell these items, then they can only end up in landfill. 
● Goodies has been running for 10 months, but the tender was initially difficult as nothing was 

priced, with 20 members of staff hired just to weigh, price and sell items. However, we have 
now reduced staff and slowly implemented a system to sort donations. 

● Councils in NSW are looking at our sites to improve their tip situation. 
● Our Strategy - keep as many goods as you can to attract customers, more often they will come 

and pick up less exciting stuff if more exciting stuff attracts them to the store. They also buy 
things they can repair or remodel. 

● We recently launched our new system - the average weight of product categories, calculated 
so the ACT government can see how much has been saved from landfill. 

● We currently employ 50 staff, which handle 500 tonnes of goods each month, received from 
approximately 12,000 donations. 

● Vinnies has a voucher system for people without enough money for furniture. We provide 
vouchers that are redeemable for clothes, furniture, and food. We have raised enough money 
from sales to provide deliveries. 

● How do the welfare vouchers work? - We have 262 volunteers and 50 paid staff, when 
someone calls in need of assistance, someone from Vinnies comes to evaluate what and how 
much you need and then gives you the appropriate number of vouchers. 

● How have local schools engaged in the voucher program? - Through online, it’s different but 
essentially the same process, with each voucher worth $25 in store.. 

● Does Vinnies take corded tools? - Yes. In fact, we prefer cordless. 
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Vinnies operates a community space at Mugga Lane, designed for sustainability workshops but 
interested in expanding into a crafts shop and repair cafe. Community space can be used by any, with 
an expression of interest to coordinate something with Men’s Shed. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Apologies 
Inspector Rod Anderson, Jessie Price, Lionel Wood, Caitlin Tough 
 
Previous Minutes 
Acceptance of the Minutes of the April meeting was proposed by Didi Sommer and seconded by 
Brodie Knox. Approved 

Treasurer’s Report 

Robyn Rofe provided a brief report of activities for the past month as well as planned expenses for 
SouthFest and the Bean Candidates Forum. This report was moved by Robyn, seconded by Brodie 
Knox. 

Sub Committee Reports 

- Environment and Planning 

No updates to report 

- SouthFest 

• Jeff Bollard reports the committee is making good progress on setup. Footprint has been 
determined and initial approach to sponsors and partners is underway. We are seeking to 
improve community organisations involvement and the number of food offerings, including 
cultural organisations. Additionally, we are seeking more kids activities at the event, potentially 
sporting clubs or activities. 
 

• Progress on other sponsorships is underway, but we are awaiting confirmations until revenue 
is confirmed. 
 

- Youth Engagement 

● Youth survey is currently open, closes Friday. Currently 200 responses so far. 
● Youth Forum hosted on 22 May 2025. Senior government officials returning to the forum after 

reporting a good experience last year. 

No other business raised. 

The meeting was closed by the President around 9:00pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
3 June 2025. 
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