TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC. TUGGERANDNG

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING — 5 August 2025

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The meeting was opened at 7:34 pm by President, Glenys Patulny, with an Acknowledgement
of Country and welcome to participants.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Submitted the form for Bendigo Bank support for SouthFest

Youth Forum report has been sent to MLAs, facilitators and students.

Icon Water has agreed to support SouthFest again and we have received the grant
papers to submit for funding.

Submitted our report on the Missing Middle Housing Reforms to the ACT Government.
Submission to Missing Middle Housing Reforms.

Inspector Rod Anderson’s final meeting before retirement.

POLICE REPORT

Inspector Anderson provided the following information:

Apology provided for Police absence in recent months at TCC meetings.
Sergeant Troy Gordon would be acting in the Office-in-Charge role in the short term.

Recent statistics, in comparison to last year:

o Shop theft increased considerably, with Police working with licensed bottle shops
to encourage target hardening strategies.

o The number of home burglaries, armed robberies and assaults are considerably
less than last year.

o Month on month, there is a general downward trend across most offences.

Two offenders have been located relating to disturbing graffiti in bathrooms at SouthPoint
in the past month; Police are calling for withesses of any other potential perpetrators.
National Missing Person Week is this week aiming to highlight active cases, in
collaboration with other States and Territories.

o 50,000 people are reported missing each year, with the vast majority located, but
the people that remain missing for more than 3 months are considered “long-
term” with significant reviews over their disappearance, with 9 active cases in
ACT - posters of missing people appear on Public Transport and major landmarks
will be lit up in yellow in commemoration.

Crime of note: Home Invasion in Conder, with the occupant shot but stable and non-
critical injury. 3 offenders have been arrested on separate occasions and charged, and
Police received assistance from the public and local neighbours to identify offenders.
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GUEST SPEAKER

City Services Update - Tara Cheyne MLA, Attorney-General, Minister for City and Government

Services, Human Rights, the Night-Time Economy, and Manager of Government Business

Tara Cheyne acknowledged Bruce Fitzgerald, the Deputy Director of City and Environment
Directorate, here to assist with questions. Minister Cheyne introduced herself and her
responsibilities, with a broad portfolio ranging from nature reserves, dog parks, libraries, justice
reforms and the Night-Time Economy, which mainly focuses on Civic, but hoping to expand to
other districts. Ms Cheyne is a former President of the Belconnen Community Council.

Update on the Directorate’s work:

In the last 18 months, there has been a strong effort to coordinate government in areas
that affect everyday people, such as waste or footpaths. For example, the Urban Forests
Act in relation to local development such as the Ice Rink. In isolation, the Act protects
trees, but along with other priorities like increased housing, the Act has become a
roadblock to decision-making. For example, anything planted on public land could not be
removed, even if planted in the wrong place.

Libraries ACT - Libraries have been moved into the Access Canberra stream.

Land management - Urban Parks and Places team - Adjacent lands have different
custodians and different management procedures (such as mowing techniques), with
borders invisible to everyone else. The Directorate is reviewing these borders and
differing management structures to seek better outcomes, rather than structure for the
sake of structure.

Several questions were raised from the floor, including:

- City Services

Update on Sulwood Drive/Mannheim Street intersection and the refurbishment of Mount
Taylor carpark - forecast $11.5 million, which is under budget, with cyclists still allowed
on the road but no marked cycle lanes, as it is encouraged to be an off-road cycle path.
Pothole repair is coming by end of the year, with procurement currently under way.
Update on Monaro Highway - cycle lane subject to a separate budget process, but fairly
simple, a planned 10.5km off-path link to the Highway. No plans for an additional bus
route. There are plans for a future Rapid bus route between Molonglo to Whitlam to
Civic.

In response to a question on poor correspondence with the Directorate, Bruce Fitzgerald
took the comment on notice and promised to look at the decision and coordinate with
Caitlin Tough MLA.

In response to reports about a class action from shop owners in Civic to receive
compensation regarding disruption and losses due to light rail construction, Ms Cheyne
noted the reports but stated that there was still a chance to engage with the government
as the shop owners had indicated a class action would be a last resort.

Ms Cheyne noted some Community Organisations were being confused for Non-Profit
Organisations by Libraries ACT. Community Groups should be charged no fee,
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regardless of size. Ms Cheyne noted the current booking system is poor and
administration reform is overdue.

Minister Cheyne is working with Minister Berry on community facilities, such as skate
parks, outdoor basketball courts, and the planned Tuggeranong Ice Rink.

o Mr Fitzgerald noted that funding for skate park upgrades will be within the 2025-
26 Budget, but only in the first stage currently.

o Basketball courts should be open on weekends, but some are locked due to
communication issues. Caitlin Tough MLA noted she had a list that was publicly
available from Minister Berry on available basketball courts.

In regard to the Ice Rink, there have been difficulties with the public-private partnership
with Canberra Brave, the local ice hockey team. Canberra Brave have made the
commercial decision to move to the temporary AlS Ice Stadium. ACT Government is still
committed to an Ice Rink in Greenway, with a draft binding project agreement to be
expected by end of August, which will give a sense of direction.

o There is currently $6.25 million in funding for two international-standard ice rinks,
to support figure-skating and ice hockey, for an estimated capacity of 36,000
spectators.

- Attorney-General

Minimum age of responsibility was recently raised to 14. Some serious criminal acts are
exempted from the raised minimum age. Officers will first establish safety in an instance
where it is unclear of the age of the offenders. Ms Cheyne noted they did not expect
officers to be perfect, but when reasonably aware, then a different pathway is required if
the suspect is underage. Also, attempts to recruit children to commit criminal acts is an
offence to the recruiter.

Ms Cheyne noted that while she didn’t have the Police in her portfolio, she works closely
with Minister Paterson, who acts for Minister Cheyne when Cheyne is away, and vice
versa.

In response to a complaint about the Human Rights Commission in regard to a Police
case, Ms Cheyne acknowledged Police must make difficult decisions and the Human
Rights Commissioner is independent from the Government to ensure there is no political
interference. If someone is dissatisfied, there is still a complaint process online, or the
opportunity to contact her office to discuss and take next steps.

- Night-Time Economy

In response to nightlife developments in other Town Centres, Ms Cheyne said the focus
on Civic is warranted, as the government is developing an entertainment district
framework with a core section, with higher noise limits and longer hours. Civic will be a
test site to see if the model can apply to other Town Centres.

There will be changes to vexatious litigant noise complaints. For example, the Old
Canberra Inn has seen a new resident complain more than 100 times. Ms Cheyne
believes if the venue was there first, then they should have realised to expect the noise.
ACT Government is trialing a program to encourage small venues to open later, with
venues with an 80-person capacity given reduced liquor license fees, 100-person venues
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with 10 events a year for live entertainment can qualify for an 80% reduction of their
liquor license fees.

ACT Government can also provide exceptions to standard hours. For example, on
ANZAC Day, a venue can be open for as long as needed. In the recent British Lions
game and State of Origin matches, venues were allowed to stay open until 2am.

MP/MLA UPDATES

Caitlin Tough (Labor ACT)

Currently, Budget estimates are taking place, with Caitlin on 4 non-executive committees
to ask questions and prepare reports by the end of the month for the budget debate in
September.

The Southside Hydrotherapy pool is opening soon.

CIT Woden opened recently. The ACT Government is committed to a 5-district plan, with
CIT Tuggeranong still important to the CIT system.

Last week, Caitlin, along with David Smith MP and Emma McBride, attended the opening
of the Medicare Mental Health Centre under Greenway Suites, which offers free mental
health services, 5 days a week. There are plans to open a child-specific hub as well.
Caitlin noted she is currently working on some issues with Jim Thornton and Men’s Shed,
as well as Bernard Rohan on the Conder wetlands.

Inquiry into Men’s Suicide has been extended until Friday, 8 August 2025.

Mark Parton (Canberra Liberals)

Mark met with a Graffiti management expert in Blacktown NSW to discuss issues re
graffiti. Mark has made recommendations to the ACT government, with a rapid removal
program, awaiting response.

Southern Cross Basketball stadium - Mark met with the Club earlier this week, the
repairs have been planned for 6 months, after managing 13 leaks across the venue, but
now they need to do the repairs on the venue.

Mark noted the Canberra Liberals support for the duplication of Athllon Drive.

Laura Nuttall (ACT Greens)

Laura noted the concerns of the ACT Greens with the duplication of Athllon Drive,
primarily the longtime of planning (~12 years), no recent traffic study, recent mixed
feedback on the duplication, and a preference to spend the $89 million set aside for the
project on housing and public transport instead.

ACT Government has reversed the plan to impose an $11 fee for volunteering with
vulnerable people certificates. ACT Greens received support from Canberra Liberals to
oppose the measure in the Legislative Assembly.

Budget Estimates - government officials revealed that the local GIO Stadium has 10
years before upgrades are needed, women’s safety grants have been cut in exchange
for funding to frontline services, and Namadgi Park huts that burnt down have no
timeframe on reconstruction.
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e Wood heaters inquiry - new inquiry looking into health impacts, with deaths from wood
heater pollution higher than car pollution deaths. Laura noted a transition should include
both incentives to remove wood heaters and change to electric heaters.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Apologies

Rob Lovett, Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA, Deborah Morris MLA

Previous Minutes
Acceptance of the Minutes of the July meeting was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded by

Albert Orszaczky.

Treasurer’s Report
Brodie Knox presented a brief report of activities for the past month, in the absence of the
Treasurer. The report was moved by Brodie Knox, seconded by Albert Orszaczky. Approved.

Sub Committee Reports
e Youth - Forum report sent to students, schools, MLAs, facilitators.
e SouthFest - Scheduled for 15™ November, progressing on schedule.
o Website has been created and launched.

o SouthFest is now looking for community organisations to get in touch with and
promote themselves at SouthFest. If you know anyone, let them know.

e Environment - NIL updates
e Planning - Missing Middle Draft submission has been submitted. Copies of the
submission are available to be distributed to members on request.

o If you missed the chance to contribute, there will be another round of
consultation when the reforms become legislation, and a parliamentary inquiry
will open to investigate them.

O The Planning Committee is open to making a fresh submission, whether on
Athllon Drive or the Light rail extension, but that is all for now.

Any Other Business
e Reminder of Membership renewal prior to next month’s AGM. Please fill in membership
forms to confirm correct contact details and record active members.

e Confirmation that there will be an Audit of the Annual Financial Statements once the
Treasurer, Robyn, returns from holidays and prior to the AGM.

The meeting was closed by the President at 9:30 pm, with next meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
2 September 2025.
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