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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING – 4 November 2025 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The meeting was opened at 7:33 pm by President, Jeff Bollard, with an Acknowledgement 
of Country and welcome to participants.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
● SouthFest is coming up on 15 November 2025. 
● EvoEnergy held a community council meeting to discuss the rollout of rooftop solar 

energy and smart meters. 
● ACT environment and planning forum - discussion on renovating Commonwealth’s 

Avenue, how to minimise potential traffic issues, review of the complaints 
mechanism on new construction, and there was an announcement on next steps of 
Missing Middle reform. 

● New 10-year development plan for the cleanup of Lake Tuggeranong, available 
online. 

POLICE REPORT  
● Coffee with a cop was a success, followed by successful initiatives with retailers on 

loss prevention. 
● There has been a reduction in assaults and theft, but still quite high with about 20 

incidents this month. 
● Likely see an increase in drunk driving and drownings in summer, as well as an 

increase in Domestic Violence. 
● SouthPoint security calls to ask for assistance, with a few younger people 

emboldened recently, but police are working with support agencies to divert young 
people into better choices. 

MP/MLA UPDATES  

- Laura Nuttal (ACT Greens) 
● Order of production of Ministerial Briefs related to environmental concerns, air 

quality strategy (160 pages) released with estimates about quality and effects of 
wood heaters, if phased out then meet WHO standards. 

● Government decision to NOT rebuild Namadgi Huts - looking into rationale currently. 
● Erindale Active Leisure Centre - change of hands so Laura is following up to ensure 

membership continues. 
● Maintenance of bathrooms Lakeside, noting a refresh may be needed. 
● Lake Tuggeranong report - Laura encourages reading and have your say, noting the 

report has recommendations such as street sweeping as a way of stopping pollution 
of the lake. No one recommendation will fix it, as multiple solutions are needed, 
such as the community needing to reduce fertiliser use, etc. 
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- Caitlin Tough (ALP ACT) 
● Suicide inquiry - public hearings ongoing to hear from providers, hearings coming up 

with health groups and Men’s Shed 
● Lanyon Dog’s Park - City Services inspected last week and not approved yet, but 

Caitlin will keep the community council informed.  
● Lobbied the government for an expansion of worker’s compensation benefits to the 

gig economy workers, as well as improving the lack of consumer safeguards on 
ordering alcohol. A proposal is being developed for a 2-hour delay safeguard and 
compulsory RSA for delivery drivers. The changes will require a new legislative Act in 
its own right, which is still being debated. A community member raised the Northern 
Territory as an example of a successful full ban of alcohol on certain individuals. 

● Illicit tobacco enforcement laws were also introduced. 
● Voluntary Assisted Dying commenced in ACT yesterday. One of the first jurisdictions 

to enact VAD, with work still to be done, but a big first step.  
● Other activities include: Caitlin is promoting Ovarian Cancer Research Month in 

October. There are currently 2 petitions supported - finding the Veterans’ Shed a 
permanent home & traffic lights on Drakeford Drive. Caitlin has passed on the 
Royalla Quarry concerns to the Government. The ACT Diversity Hub will install a 
heating system before the next winter.  

GUEST SPEAKER 

Yvette Berry - Deputy Chief Minister, Minister of Education and Early Childhood, Homes 
and New Suburbs, and Sports and Recreation 

● Inquiry into public school budgets is underway, involving five professionals who have 
begun meeting with stakeholder groups. Teachers report being required to take on 
more responsibilities, particularly in supporting students with disabilities and 
families with complex needs. The ACT remains the highest-funded school system in 
the country, and the review is expected to clarify future priorities. 

● Tuggeranong is piloting an inclusion-coach program with a specialist psychologist to 
support students with complex needs and reduce crisis interventions. A visited 
school showed how inclusion coaches helped a pre-verbal student begin 
communicating and fostered a supportive school culture. 

● The Erindale Leisure Centre is now under ACT Government management and will be 
contracted out to improve operations and upgrade the facility. 

● The Southern Cross Club basketball stadium has upgraded change rooms and 
repaired roof leaks. 

● Local schools require additional gym facilities due to population growth, especially 
on the northside. 

● The ice rink project remains stalled, with ongoing negotiations involving the ACT 
Brave. 
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● Tuggeranong is seeing demographic change with more young families, similar to 
Gungahlin, likely leading to future school expansions. Woden families are 
increasingly attending Tuggeranong schools, with Garran Primary expanding courts 
after the Southern Cross courts were demolished. 

● Concerns were raised about Athllon Drive’s duplication, particularly trucks moving 
onto the wrong side of the road where dual carriageway ends. Minister Berry said 
she would investigate. 

● The Future Skills Academy at Chisholm School highlighted its success, with its lead 
teacher winning Primary School Teacher of the Year. 

● Sports and Recreation property leases were queried. The Minister noted that 
Belgravia manages only the swimming and leisure centres. 

● Greenfield land in the valley remains locked and unavailable for development. 
However, the Western Edge is being investigated with no decision yet, as the land 
presents significant environmental, heritage, and cultural constraints. 

● Plans for the Erindale Library renovation are not confirmed, though ACT Library 
system improvements are being discussed. 

● The Growth and Renewal program values strong engagement from the Tuggeranong 
Community Council and acknowledges support for public housing. 

● Teacher shortages persist, worsened somewhat by increased sick leave, though 
overall shortages are less severe than before. 

● The Minister noted that early childhood education is federally funded but locally 
regulated, with more centres opening under private providers but there is a strong 
need for balancing educator retention and stronger regulation in response to recent 
scandals. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Apologies 

- Mark Parton 
- Deborah Morris 
- Taimus Werner-Gibbings 
- Bernard Rohan 
- Alex Patulny 

 
Previous Minutes 
Acceptance of the Minutes of the October was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded by 
Albert Orszaczky. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Jeff Bollard presented the budget. The balance is in a good position, with a large surplus due 
to limited expenditure but with SouthFest will bring the budget back into a reasonable 
balance. Accepted by Brodie Knox, seconded by Glenys Patulny. 
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Sub Committee Reports 
● SouthFest - Budget looks good, with a healthy balance that will be reduced with 

upcoming expenses, but likely to break-even. There has been significant volunteer 
labour contributed but still appreciate any members volunteering to help the stall on 
the day. Looking forward to the event on 15 November 2025. 

● Environment – There was a seminar on planning laws including a discussion on 
community gardens that highlighted the need for more community gardens in 
Tuggeranong. The Canberra Organic Growers Garden Open Day demonstrate a good 
model and the importance of sustainable living initiatives. 

○ Lake Tuggeranong Clean-up is taking place on 23 November 2025. 
● Youth - No meeting recently. Committee is organising youth community awards, 

with a survey for suggestions for next year’s forum.  
● Planning - Missing Middle set to go to parliamentary committee soon. A member 

raised concerns about a development application for a bridge near Lake 
Tuggeranong, with some residents expressing concerns about privacy. We wanted to 
make locals aware and local MLAs will follow up to ensure better community 
engagement. 

 
The meeting was closed by the President at 9:12 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, 2nd of December 2025. There will be a presentation on the new NBN upgrades, 
followed by an end-of-year Christmas dinner. 


