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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING – 2 September 2025 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm by President, Glenys Patulny, with an 
Acknowledgement of Country and welcome to participants.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
● Glenys reminded members of the Code of Conduct. 
● Jeff Bollard is the new chair of meetings, as elected President. 
● TCC has applied for an acquittal, and applied for funding for next years’ SouthFest. 
● TCC executives attended the sustainability forum, the opening of the new 

hydrotherapy forum, and hosted a stall at the Kambah 51 anniversary. 

POLICE REPORT  
No representative or report was available.  

MP/MLA UPDATES  

- Laura Nuttal (ACT Greens) 
● Other MLAs send apologies 
● Administration and Procedure Committee - Assembly is undertaking a regular review 

of standing orders and agreed to new changes - Assembly can order production of 
documents when MLAs request documents, create access to an independent arbiter 
for the document, and the Speaker can ask for a written response by the Close of 
Business on the next day if the assembly receives an inadequate response.  

● Education funding - conversation between schools and Directorate has been tense, 
with a Greens-Liberal motion to keep all staff, including temporary and casual. 

● Motion on woodheaters - Greens are asking Government to publish recent air 
quality studies and set targets to phase out woodheaters by 2035. Greens want to 
establish a de-identified woodheater registry, and investigate costs on public health 
system. 

● Concerns about Monaro Rock Quarry - NSW is decision-maker and seeking 
submissions on application. There will be a Q&A on opposition to the quarry next 
Tuesday over Zoom.  

● There was a question on the recent Lightrail report, which Laura will read and follow 
up on whether alternative public transport options were explored.  

● There was a question if Laura could pursue a motion to move the bus stop away 
from the proposed car wash, near KFC Chisholm 
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GUEST SPEAKER 

Electrify Canberra - Sarah Reid and Mel Gregory (Amy Blain - Online) 

● Electrify Canberra is a non-profit community group focused on encouraging 
household electrification. Their mission is to support people in making the switch to 
electric appliances by answering questions and providing practical information to 
neighbours and friends. 

● The group launched at ANU with around 600 people attending. It emerged from the 
momentum of David Pocock’s campaign and was inspired by a conversation with 
Saul Griffith on the economics of electrification. The core message is to "make your 
next appliance electric," and the group is dedicated to helping answer all related 
questions. 

● Saul Griffith, who initially started an electrification movement in the United States, 
brought the idea to Australia, helping lay the groundwork for groups like Electrify 
Canberra. 

● Electrify Canberra advocates for a pilot program known as “Suburb Zero,” which 
aims to demonstrate the affordability and health benefits of electrification despite 
the upfront costs. The proposed program would involve 1,000 households in a single 
suburb, receiving subsidies to fully electrify their homes and work through any 
logistical or technical issues. 

● Experience shows that installing solar panels can significantly reduce electricity bills, 
highlighting the financial benefits of electrification. 

● The group has actively engaged with politicians, held stalls, gone doorknocking, and 
enlisted technicians to provide accurate, trustworthy advice. Their aim is to become 
a reliable resource for people interested in electrifying their homes. 

● Senator David Pocock secured support from Minister Chris Bowen to launch four 
Electrification Accelerators, with Canberra being the first location. The Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) is also involved in determining how to 
implement these programs effectively. 

● Households account for approximately 20% of carbon emissions (with another 20% 
coming from waste). This highlights the potential impact individual choices can have 
on reaching Net Zero targets by 2040. 

● Australia has rapidly embraced the technology needed to reach Net Zero by 2040, 
but the uptake of electric vehicles (EVs) and batteries has been slower. This may 
rapidly change due to new government subsidies introduced in recent months. 

● Rooftop solar and household battery installations have seen strong adoption rates. 
However, large-scale renewable projects often face regulatory and logistical barriers. 

● The Sustainable Households Loan Scheme initially included solar, but it has recently 
been removed from the list. Despite this, many solar systems were installed in 
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Canberra under the scheme. The program now supports battery storage and EVs, 
with Bright handling installations. 

● Electrify Canberra continues to lobby politicians such as Senator Pocock, Senator 
Gallagher, and Chief Minister Andrew Barr to lower electricity bills through rebates, 
subsidies, schemes for renters, loan schemes, and increased funding for social 
housing. 

● A new financing model known as EELS (Electrify Everything Loan Scheme) program 
would allow households to borrow up to $100,000 for electrification, with the loan 
secured against the property and repaid only when the home is sold. This model 
aims to address the difficulty of motivating landlords to invest in electrification, by 
highlighting the potential for increased property value and lower energy costs. 

● Electrify Canberra is committed to ensuring that electrification is equitable, with fair 
pricing and regulation to prevent electricity companies from making 
disproportionate profits. While community batteries are a positive step, they are 
typically still managed by energy companies. 

○ Currently, there is a loan scheme available to middle-income households, but 
lower-income households do not qualify. Electrify Canberra is calling for ACT 
Government subsidies to help address this gap. 

○ Electrify Canberra recognises the challenges involved in electrifying 
apartments, especially when dealing with complex strata arrangements.  

○ The Electrical Trades Union (ETU) is encouraging more women to become 
electricians, acknowledging that the industry often only attracts the most 
dedicated women, but needs greater average representation. 

● A trial is being planned for Canberra’s south side, though the exact suburb has not 
yet been chosen. ARENA is advocating for a smaller-scale pilot, while Electrify 
Canberra is pushing for a larger rollout.  

● A big challenge is the rise of misinformation. As the electrification space is evolving 
rapidly, misinformation can easily spread. Electrify Canberra wants to provide 
accurate, up-to-date information that is readily available, and encourage people to 
talk with their neighbours and friends about the benefits of electrification. 

● Climate change is often not the primary motivator for electrification, with financial 
motivations being more common. Homeowners can find significant savings by 
switching to solar and replacing gas appliances. Renovation timing is another key 
factor that motivates people to electrify. 

● If you’re interested, especially in the upcoming pilot program, go to the website 
https://www.electrifycanberra.org.au/ to join mailing list. 

● Electrify Canberra will also have a presence at the Little Electric Café Expo, held at 
Little Luxton in November. 

 
  

https://www.electrifycanberra.org.au/
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Questions 
● Pacemakers and Induction Cooktops: Induction cooktops operate using magnets, 

which can interfere with pacemakers. People with pacemakers are advised not to 
lean over induction cooktops. Installation may be refused for safety. The Cook Safe 
Coalition and the Conservation Council have useful resources on this topic. 

● Apartments and Electrification: Many new apartment builds are not designed with 
electrification in mind and often lack EV charging ports. 

● Electric Resistive Cooktops vs Induction Cooktops: Resistive cooktops are cheaper 
upfront but, over a 15-year period, induction cooktops are more cost-effective. 

● Subsidies for Gas Appliances: Concerns were raised that previous subsidies 
encouraged the uptake of gas appliances just as the policy focus shifted. Electrify 
Canberra has discussed this issue with Senator Gallagher and notes that as 
technology and knowledge evolve, so do energy policies.  

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Apologies 

- Carol Vincent 
- Troy Swan 
- Deborah Morris 

 
Previous Minutes 
Acceptance of the Minutes of the August was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded by 
Didi Sommer. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Robyn Rofe presented the budget. The balance is in a good position, with limited 
expenditure with the exception of SouthFest. Accepted by Brodie Knox, seconded by Wayne 
King. 
 

The community meeting was closed by the President at 8:36 pm. The AGM was opened 
afterwards. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 7 October 2025. 

 

 

 

 


