TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING - 1 July 2025

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The meeting was opened at 7:33 pm by President, Glenys Patulny, with an
Acknowledgement of Country and welcome to participants.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Glenys gave an update on SouthFest partnerships, including an update on the
Bendigo Bank form. UC Intern is a marketing expert and has begun attending
meetings.

Youth Forum meeting to finalise report will then send the final report to all
facilitators, students and MLAs.

Glenys and Jeff are following up with an ACT Budget response.

Membership renewal forms are available on the TCC website, as well as nominations
to stand for the upcoming AGM election.

POLICE REPORT
No representative or report was available.

MP/MLA UPDATES

Laura Nuttal (ACT Greens)
Motion on Richardson shops - passed with Caitlin Tough amendments. ACT

Government will negotiate with owners to find suitable use for land with community
sentiment. Recent community survey received 203 responses, with the recent
community BBQ hosting 50 people.

Greens coordinated to split the Environment, Transport and City Services
parliamentary committee into 2: Environment and Planning AND Transport and City
Services - MyWay+ remains as a joint committee, ALP MLAs will expand upon.

ACT Greens opposed the $250 Health Levy being included in the Rates; Greens
negotiated a reduced levy to $100 for residential and rural ratepayers, while still
$250 for commercial, in exchange for payroll tax on big business increased by 2%.
Sponsor petition for keeping WWVP card free of charge rather than proposed $11
fee. Studies show every $1 for volunteering sees a return of $5.50. ACT Greens
worried about disincentivising volunteering in ACT.

Caitlin Tough (ALP - ACT)
Motion on Richardson shops - Minister Steel will discuss the 3 vacant lands owned by

ACT Government next to shops to be put up for lease.

Parking at Charles Conder Primary School - doubled enrolment in 10 years but no
street upgrades, 750 responses to petition, referred to committee for response.
Traffic on Heidelberg Street has increased — since the Health Centre was built, traffic
has worsened with increased instances of dangerous driving.

Dog Park to remain mostly off-leash area - to be opened in Spring.
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Tabled a petition for a child-designed Isabella Plains playground, with budget money
already assigned for refresh.

Committee split — Caitlin to stay on the existing Committee (Environment, but
including Inquiry into MyWay+), while Taimus to sit on the new Committee.

Inquiry into Male Suicide - Open to submissions until August, followed by public
hearings (no set date yet). No limit on recommendations, offer any and all
suggestions.

Taimus Werner-Gibbings (ALP - ACT)
Strata committee ongoing — Final Report to be tabled in September or October.

GUEST SPEAKER

Health Update - Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA, Minister for Health, Mental Health, Public
Service, and Finance

@® A recent Inquiry into the ACT Health system, brought forward by the ACT Greens and

the Canberra Liberals called for a $13 million Transformation program to improve
efficiency across Health services.
Costs for healthcare services are rising, at 12% in 2024-25. The trend has smoothed
over the last few years but reflected in every jurisdiction.
The ACT Government is pleased to come to an agreement with the ACT Greens on
the proposed introduction of the Health Levy.

o The Minister clarified that the levy does not fully cover costs.

o NSW pays for any NSW residents who use ACT Health services and vice versa.

However, NSW does not contribute to costs of buildings.

The Levy will now be $2 a week, with an increased marginal rate on payroll tax of 2%.
These payroll tax increases will only apply to the largest businesses.

Administration

Transport, Environment, and City Services have merged into one Directorate

Health and Community Services have merged into one Directorate.

Digital Solutions team and Data Services team with the Chief Minister’s Directorate
have moved into the “Digital Canberra” Agency, underpinning the importance of ICT
to government services.

New Health Services in South Canberra

Tuggeranong South Health Centre in Conder will be completed in September 2026.
The Centre will be appointment-based services and complement the Walk-in Urgent
Care Clinic in Greenway Town Centre.
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o Staff are currently being recruited, including graduates who will be supported
by experienced staff, as well as an overseas recruitment drive.

o The new Health Centre in Conder will be similar but different from the other
Centres, with some areas of specialisation. The full extent of Conder services
is being developed.

o Walk-in Centres are working to expand the number of nurses available at all
clinics.

o There is evidence that the Walk-in Clinics have reduced pressure on GPs and
hospital wait-times, but wait times are still high and Walk-in Clinics have
become busy as well.

o ACT spends a proportionally small amount of funding on GPs, with most
health spending contributing to primary care. However, federal funding will
triple bulk billing incentives and support GP specialist training and junior
doctors into a single-employer model with urban rotations.

@® Federal funding has been provided for a new Urgent Care Clinic in Woden, to
continue supporting an expansion of Walk-in Centres.

® A new hydro-therapy pool will open at the Lakeside Leisure Centre —the centre will
be closed in late July to allow Evo-energy to power up the pool, with a new
substation power facility to open in August.

@® Tuggeranong Interchange Health Co-op — ACT contributed $1.4 million to help
establish and will contribute $3.8 million to continue running of the Health Co-op.

Mental Health
@® Mental Health services will require a deep dive review into the system to improve
accessibility and navigation, as well as reducing wait times and fill gaps. ACT
Government is working with the Federal Government to review. ACT Government is
investigating service models, such as the Safe Haven crisis workers and Men’s Shed.

Canberra Hospital
@ After years of concerns, the Canberra Hospital is experiencing better staff morale.
However, specialist staff are still short supplied, with retiring doctors and long
waiting lists.
@® Parking at the Hospital is an issue, with public transport limited but that is being
considered in the design of the Northside Hospital.

Sustainability
@® ACT Government is committed to Net Zero Health by 2040, aiming for ACT hospitals
to be all-electric. The ACT Government is now focused on battery storage for stability
of the grid.
® The Minister took a question on notice regarding ACT Health to improve its standards
for air quality and polluting industries. Noting the Chief Health Officer is an
independent statutory office holder.
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GENERAL BUSINESS
Apologies

- Wayne and Lorraine King

Previous Minutes

Acceptance of the Minutes of the May meeting was proposed by Brodie Knox and seconded
by Albert Orszaczky.

Treasurer’s Report
Brodie Knox presented a brief report of activities for the past month, in the absence of the
Treasurer. The report was moved by Brodie Knox, seconded by Judy Bell. Approved.

Sub Committee Reports
e SouthFest - Scheduled for 15" November, progressing on schedule.
o Launch on 10t July to formally open applications.
o0 Icon Water notified continued sponsorship.
e Environment — NIL updates
e Planning - Missing Middle draft submission still in progress. Encourage members to
have their say on ACT Government page.

Any Other Business

e Reminder of Membership renewal. Please fill in membership forms to know correct
contact details and record active members.

e On Tuggeranong website, there is notice of the AGM, which includes the election of
office bearers. The nomination form is available on website, and the election will be
held via SurveyMonkey ballot. Wayne King will be approached to again act as the
Returning Officer.

The meeting was closed by the President at 9:30 pm. Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
5 August 2025.



