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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY MEETING – 3 June 2025 

 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm by President, Glenys Patulny, with an 
Acknowledgement of Country and welcome to participants.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
• Glenys gave an update on SouthFest Intern program and sponsorships with Bendigo 

Bank. 
• Glenys noted the Youth Engagement Forum on May 22. 
• Glenys noted the Environment and Planning Forum on May 24. 
• Glenys informed community members that the Secretary, Andrew Johnson has 

resigned due to family and work pressures. The committee has appointed Brodie 
Knox as the new Secretary. Acknowledged. 

POLICE REPORT  
No representative or report was available.  

MP/MLA UPDATES  
- Laura Nuttal (ACT Greens) 
• Continue to advocate to restore Richardson Shops with a community petition to fix 

vacant shops after 7 years, with a survey open to the public to determine community 
desire for the area. No reply from owners on plans for the site. Hosting a community 
BBQ on 15th June. 

• Noting a debate brought by Deborah Morris MLA (Canberra Liberals) on the 
proposed phone tower in Fadden currently facing substantial community opposition. 

• Noting a question from Deborah Morris MLA on Lanyon Dog Park on clarification of 
leash policy. 

• Noting the site next to Diversity Hub CBR under Expression of Interest. However, 
Chris Steel MLA, Minister for Planning did not consult the community, so please 
advise Laura Nuttal on views.  

 
- Taimus Werner-Gibbings (ACT Labor) 
• Noting the Missing Middle Housing Reform open to public submission. 
• Current Inquiries: 

○ Inquiry into Community Sport – investigating barriers to participation, i.e. NRLW 
is currently struggling to recruit referees. 

○ Inquiry into Transparency - debate on executives’ and non-government MLAs 
diaries. Seeking public submissions. 

○ Inquiry into Caretaker Conventions – seeking public submissions.  
 



TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC.   

 2 

• Current Committees - chaired by Caitlin Tough MLA (apology) 
○ Men’s suicide – seeking public submissions. 
○ Leash policy for Lanyon Dog Park – A case of miscommunication but currently an 

off-leash policy. Noting the fenced area is an informal dog park but the ACT 
Conservator will review the whole area. 

○ 55+ Club - Sponsor motion to expand car parking, public petition now open. 
• Take a question on notice regarding modelling on housing under development or 

awaiting approval to meet ACT requirements under the National Housing Accord. 
• Noting the Inquiry into the Election is still open and seeking public submissions. 
• Noting the Fadden Phone Tower Development Application is under review, awaiting 

response from the company. e.g. Ainsley Phone Tower took 11 months for a final 
decision. 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 
Youth Engagement Forum -Thane Sherwood – brief overview   
 
The Youth Forum was hosted earlier in the week with a strong attendance by students and 
facilitators (senior figures in topic fields). 

- Climate Change and Environment  
• Want more classes to improve students’ understanding of Climate Change and the 

Environment.  
• Want more community activities like Clean Up Australia Day. 
• Want more action on Climate Change, including local regenerative farming, less fossil 

fuel project approvals, more investment in public transport and renewable energy. 
• Want cleaner Lake Tuggeranong, noting vapes and trolleys and other litter washed 

into the lake. 
- Education  
• Want more practical classes like Trades and VET qualifications. 
• Want less pressure, especially on ATAR, noting university is not for everyone. 
• Noted Teachers shortage in ACT, affecting students’ elective options. 
- Employment 
• Want more interview/resume practice in school. Noting some schools don’t have 

career advisers and limits due to teacher shortages.  
• Concerns regarding effects Artificial Intelligence (AI) on job future, noting 

alternatives are mostly low-skilled part-time jobs with low pay. 
- Facilities and Transport 
• Want more netball courts and fix basketball half-courts. 
• Want better lighting at local parks. 
• Want longer opening hours for public libraries. 
• Want more consistency from public transport but support buses and light rail. 
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• Want more bus routes to Civic and Queanbeyan. 
• Want more short-term parking near urban centres like SouthPoint Mall. 
• Want better road maintenance to fix potholes.  
- Health and Wellbeing 
• Want more e-safety education, noting negative effects of social media, especially in 

regard to pornography and vicarious trauma from global issues like war.  
• Noting many sources of stress – e.g. balance of school, study, friends, and job. 
• Concerns regarding drug use and vaping – rates have reduced over the last year but 

still at concerning rates. 
• Concerns regarding persistent stigma regarding seeking help with mental health. 

Some young people are concerned with a lack of privacy when seeking help, 
especially privacy from parents. 

- Safety and Crime 
• Noting concerns about personal safety, such as knife crime, lack of street lighting, 

retail workers concerned about rising rates of theft.  
• Want more police presence and engagement with schools. 
• Concerns regarding cyberbullying and negative effects of social media. 

 
Audience members thanked the committee for their work. Reports were prepared by 
facilitators and will be sent to all facilitators, students, and local MLAs after it has been 
formally approved by the TCC Youth Engagement sub-committee. A Summary report will be 
circulated via the TCC website. 
 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 
Missing Middle Housing Reforms - Jeff Bollard, TCC Vice President 

• Jeff Bollard presented a snapshot from the ACT Government brief, presented to 
Combined Community Councils at a Forum earlier in the week attended by Glenys 
and Jeff. 

• Quick context: 
○ Government will host a number of engagement events, including an upcoming 

forum in Tuggeranong and pop-up stall in Kambah shops. 
○ ACT expects 700,000 residents by 2025. 
○ ACT will need 30,000 new homes in 5 years. 
○ 80% of residential land is single dwellings (RZ1).  
○ Missing Middle includes townhouses and low-rise apartments (RZ2). 
○ 13% of residential land is currently RZ2. 
○ Breakdown of current land zoning on ACTmapi.act.gov.au .  

• ACT Government states land is limited, increasing density is required to meet 
housing demand.  

http://actmapi.act.gov.au/
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• ACT Government is introducing major amendments to planning laws to remove 
barriers to build RZ2 developments, including subdivision of currently RZ1 residential 
land into more homes and allow for basements. 

• ACT Government has written a draft Housing Design Guide for good practice with 
input from industry experts. Draft Guide is available on the YourSay website for 
public submissions. The new developments are intended to occur adjacent to 
shopping centres or other urban centres, with a ‘salt and peppering’ approach across 
the ACT. 

• Community members noted mixed support for the reforms, with concerns regarding 
parking space and street safety for children. 

• The reforms are linked to the recent District Strategy with the Territory Plan. 
 
Jeff addressed several related queries and provided suitable clarification and explanation. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Apologies: Didi Sommer, Caitlin Tough, Inspector Rod Anderson, Chris Ball. 

Previous Minutes 
Acceptance of the Minutes of the May meeting was proposed by Jeff Bollard and seconded 
by Robyn Rofe. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Robyn Rofe presented a brief report of activities for the past month, including the second 
grant from the Chief Minister’s Department. The report was moved by Robyn Rofe, 
seconded by Brodie Knox. Approved. 

Sub Committee Reports 
• Environment – NIL updates 
• Planning - NIL updates 
• SouthFest - Scheduled for 15th November 

○ Negotiating site approvals with Events ACT. 
○ Engaged interns from University of Canberra, noting obligations to provide 

valuable work experience. 
○ Noting SouthFest ends at 4pm following feedback from stallholders in previous 

years. 

Any Other Business 
• Brodie Knox advised that he proposes to coordinate an ad-hoc Planning and Transport 

Committee to draft a community submission to Missing Middle Housing Reforms. 

The meeting was closed by the President at 9:30 pm. Next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, 1 July 2025. 


