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Agenda  

o Set the context for the ACT globally and nationally 
 

o Drivers of economy and policy 
 

o Governments priorities 
 

o ²ƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ 
 

o Working with Community Councils. 
 

o Questions and answers. 



A rapidly urbanising world - 1960 

 
Source: United Nations 2012  



A rapidly urbanising world - 2025 

 
Source: United Nations 2012  



Industry restructure ς gross value 



Change in average daily mean temperature from 1960 to 2011  



 

April to September rainfall deciles from 1997 to 2011  

Note: Decile rainfall maps show where rainfall is above average, average or below average for the most recent 15-year period in 

comparison with the entire rainfall record from 1900. Areas of highest and lowest rainfall on record are also shown.    
  

Source: CSIRO 2012 using Bureau of Meteorology data  



Temperature and rainfall trends 

Source: CSIRO 2012 using Bureau of Meteorology data  



ACT emissions by sector (excluding LULUCF) 2000-2009 

Source: ICRC (2011) ACT Greenhouse Gas Inventory report for 2008-09 



Long term patterns of Australian public transport use 

Source: BITRE, Cosgrove (2011) Long-term patterns of Australian public transport use, ATRF proceedings 



Changing transport patterns: vehicles km/capita 

Source: BITRE, Report 127:2012 



Canberra journey to work compared to other capital cities  

Source:  Sustainable Transport Plan 2012 



Liveability attributes of our cities  

Source: AUSPOLL 2014 

The liveability score for each Australian city 2013  



Liveability attributes of our cities  

The attributes on which Canberra performs best 

Source: AUSPOLL 2014 



Liveability attributes of our cities  

Canberraôs performance on other attributes 

Source: AUSPOLL 2014 



ACT Population Growth and the Federal Government 

Source: Based on Australian Bureau of Statistics data; KPMG Demographics 
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The Future: Population Projections 
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Summary 

o Australian economy fuelled by Asian growth and urbanisation 

 

o Industry restructuring and high Australian dollar impacting on some 
sectors, flowing through to the Australian economy 

 

o Population growth, climate change and sustainability, and transport are 
key drivers for ESDD 

 

o Pressures in the Federal Government are likely to flow through impacting 
growth and revenue scenarios for the ACT. 

 



Our Government Priorities 

o A Liveable Sustainable City 

o Timely access to healthcare 

o Help for those most in need 

o Housing options for all Canberrans  

o Skills for life and for our economy  

o A robust local economy and a balanced tax system 

o Improved access to and use of public transport  

o Continued improvement in public safety. 

 



   Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate 

 planning 

    environment 

       regulation 
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WWF Ecological Footprint (Ha/Capita), 2008  

Source: Peter W. Newton (2012)  Journal of Urban 
Technology  

Liveability and sustainability  



   Our Policy Frameworks 

o ACT Planning Strategy  

o Transport  for Canberra 

o Capital Metro. 

o Action Plan 2 ς Climate Change Strategy 

o Nature Conservation Management 

o Heritage 

o Water Policies. 



 
 
 

o Make sustainable living choices easier 
 

o All can take advantage of centres - open spaces - enjoy a sense of  

wellbeing - participate in a vibrant civic and cultural life 
 

o An innovative prosperous region ςŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ΨŎƭŜŀƴΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ς 

        wide choice in job and lifestyles. 

 

 ACT Planning Strategy- outcomes by 2030 

Artist - Bob Gammage 



 
 
 

o Ψ/ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘΩ - recognised for the quality of public places ς buildings 

reflecting  its unique climate - character - identity 
 

o A region that demonstrates the benefits of good stewardship of the land ς  

        its resources - beauty of its rivers - mountains - plains. 

 

 ACT Planning Strategy- outcomes by 2030 



o Statutory document to guide where and how development occurs 

 

o Used to assess development applications 

 

o Balances development with social, economic and environmental issues 

 

o Progressive document changing over time to accommodate current issues. 

   Territory Plan 



Tuggeranong Town Centre ς 2012 -recommends  

o Increased building heights 

o Improved public spaces 

o Protects public space views including Brindabella Ranges. 

o DV318 for the master plan has interim effect until December 2014. 

 
Erindale Group Centre ς 2012 recommends 
o Balancing central growth to retain character 

o Improved traffic circulation 

o DV320 for the master plan was released 2 May 2014 for public comment. 

 
Tharwa Village and Calwell Group Centre 

o Scoping studies currently underway 

o Tharwa to consider recreation and tourism opportunities 

o Calwell to consider future growth and expansion 

o Community engagement anticipated 2nd half of this year.   

 

 

Master plans  



o Integrates public and active transport into all planning activities 

o Public transport usage targets 

o Strong focus on active transport and supporting infrastructure 

o Managing parking demand and travel behaviour. 

 

 Transport for Canberra 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9P4P0PRHmT-XVM&tbnid=XIt1Yma6TskAmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cyclingresourcecentre.org.au/news/act_doubles_the_cyclists_in_nine_years&ei=Nb_6UoP6C4SlkAXBj4GwDQ&bvm=bv.61190604,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFtjEsiwT60Gh5kyORuKVgi1lGiFQ&ust=1392251034360836


o Committed to priority light rail between 

Gungahlin and city centre 

o Transformative project to manage congestion 

and improve liveability 

o Encourages higher density  along major 

corridors 

o Delivers on sustainable outcomes for the City.  

 

 Capital Metro 

Artist impression 

Artist impression 



 Light Rail master plan 

o The Light Rail master plan - options for a potential 

future light rail network  

o Technical analysis of all light rail route and 

network options, stations and stops 

o Stakeholder consultation with Community 

Councils will occur in June 

o Community consultation of the draft Light Rail 

master plan will occur in September and October 

o The Light Rail Master Plan will be finalised in early 

2015.  

 

 



o zero net greenhouse gas emissions by 2060  

o peaking per person greenhouse gas emissions by 2013  

o 40% below 1990 levels by 2020 and  

o 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 

o 90% renewals by 2020 for electricity.  

 Action Plan 2 ς Climate Change Strategy 
 A call to action 



o Retailers - energy efficiency improvements to low income ACT households  

o Legislation to require landlords to provide information to tenants on the 

energy efficiency of homes 

o Build on ACTSmart programs, establish a ACTSmart Energy Advice service 

o A trial of advanced energy technology systems, partnership with ANU,CIT 

o Development of  large-scale renewable energy generation 

o Assessing the potential risks of climate change to community health, 

territory life and property, and to ecological systems. 

 

 

 

 

 Action Plan 2 ς actions include: 
 A call to action 



 Adapting to a changing climate: Directions for the ACT 

o The ACT Government is preparing the ACT Climate 

Change Adaption Strategy 

o To help us identify our priorities for adaption 

o The ACT is already taking action 

o Priority sectors are: 

o Community health and wellbeing 

o Disaster and emergency management 

o Settlements and infrastructure 

o Water 

o Natural resources and ecosystems 

o Agriculture. 

 

 



 ACT Large-scale Solar Auction 

o Conducted in 2012-13 

o 40 megawatts of feed-in tariff entitlements 

awarded 

o Expected to account for some 1.4 million 

tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions over 

the 20 year entitlement period 

o Will meet the electricity needs of some 

10,000 ACT households. 

 



 ACT Large-scale Wind Auction 

o Commenced on 17 April 2014 

o Proposals due to be lodged by  

10 July 2014 

o 200 megawatts of generation 

capacity on offer 

o Outcome expected to be announced 

by December 2014. 

 

 

 

 



o Nature Conservation ACT 1980 

o ACT Nature Conservation Strategy 2013 

o Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

o Action Plans for threatened species 

o Parks and reserve management 

o Fishing ACT. 

 

 Nature Conservation Management 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QcKZMXMatwMd6M&tbnid=MWpxJsBRCmeLeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/lucky-platypus-survives-canberra-roadtrip-20131010-2v9wq.html&ei=obj5UtGBJouGkgW1kIHwAw&psig=AFQjCNH33O26tm6KKLoRUDsmc8izBvQnJA&ust=1392183555548445
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FqbxA5on4W6d7M&tbnid=incwVBbeZTrIxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flickr.com/photos/eucalyptus_melliodora/galleries/72157623706103010/&ei=Ubj5Uqr4AYmVkwXf8YGYCw&psig=AFQjCNH33O26tm6KKLoRUDsmc8izBvQnJA&ust=1392183555548445


o Heritage Act 2004 

o Heritage Festival 2014 

o Canberra Tracks web 

o Canberra Tracks augmented reality App 

o Heritage listing nominations. 

 

 Heritage  

www.canberratracks.act.gov.au 



 Water Policy 

o Murray-Darling Basin agreement/$85m priority project 

o New Water Strategy 

o Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD). 

 Murray-Darling Basin - ACT  

WSUD 

Environment Minister Simon Corbell and parliamentary secretary to the Minister for the Environment senator  
Simon Birmingham at the Banksia Street wetlands (Canberra Times 2014) 



o Conduit to the community 

o Planning and Development Forum 

o Master planning / variations to the Territory Plan  

o Future consultation approaches. 

 

 Working with community councils 


