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Thank you, I am Darryl Johnston from the Tuggeranong
Community Council and the Council is honoured it has been
asked to participate in today’s celebration of the life of our
much loved member and dear friend, Rusty Woodward.

Some of our Council members regret that for their own health
reasons they cannot be here today.

Our President Eric Traise and Alison Ryan, have asked me to
pass on their apologies and sympathies to Rusty’s friends and
family.

It is wonderful to see so many of Rusty’s family and friends
here today.

If ones wealth can be measured by your friends then Rusty was
a very rich woman.

| think Rusty and | hit it off when we first met at a Tuggeranong
Community Council meeting and | was thinking of running as
Council President.

We found we had both worked in commercial radio and she
knew some of the people | had worked with many years ago.

From that meeting grew a lasting friendship.

Rusty was one of those people who | describe was a quiet
achiever.



One who went about their work and who never sought any
recognition or reward; and someone | believe who made a
difference to the lives of many people just by being herself.

After moving to Tuggeranong and despite her own health
problem’s Rusty Woodward threw herself into community
service.

She was a member of the inaugural committee to form a senior
citizens group in Tuggeranong and was the driving force behind
the establishment of the group’s permanent home in the Valley.

Rusty was instrumental in lobbying the ACT Government for
funding and oversaw the construction of the 55Plus Club in
Tuggeranong.

She regularly met with architects and designers to ensure a
high quality project.

Rusty brought together people of all knowledge and experience
in her drive to deliver better facilities and services for seniors in
Tuggeranong.

She carried this through as founding President of the 55Plus
Club and in the establishment of the inaugural executive.

There is no doubt Rusty’s leading role in establishing a seniors
group and its permanent home will mean it will remain a strong
focal point for seniors and have a positive and long term impact
on the Tuggeranong community.

This facility will be available for years to come, is her legacy to
the Tuggeranong community and is where we will meet later to
reminisce and swap stories on our time with Rusty.

Apart from her work with senior citizens, Rusty was also a
member of the Australian Lung Foundation and Canberra Lung



Life support group which provides education and support for
people with serious breathing and lung conditions as Rusty
experienced herself.

She worked with the late health advocate, Diane Proctor, to
raise awareness of the impact of residential wood smoke
pollution on people living with a heart or lung condition.

She joined me in Federal Parliament to support the
Tuggeranong Community Council’'s presentation to the Senate
inquiry into air quality in Australia.

She addressed Federal Members and Senators on how
residential wood smoke and general air pollution impacted on
her daily life.

She spoke out while many others suffered in silence.

Rusty had a positive influence on the Tuggeranong Community
Council as an advocate for seniors and a general member of
the Council and its sub-committees.

Despite her own health problems she was determined to attend
as many Council meetings as possible.

She participated in the Council sub-committees, redrafted the
Council Constitution and, | remember her joining me to man the
Council information booth at the Tuggeranong Festival one very
hot day.

She supported me throughout my three year term as Council
President.

She encouraged me to connect with other community leaders
in Tuggeranong, including Maureen Cane, Jill Faulkner and
Karen Jesson from Communities@Work, Michael Lindfield from



the Tuggeranong Festival and Caroline Sowcroft and Helen
Cotter from the Lung Life Support Group.

She helped to give me a wider perspective of our community,
its groups and their needs.

Her passing has been felt by many people across our
community.

It has prompted people to email or post the following on the
Council’s website and Facebook pages.

“I had the pleasure of working alongside Rusty in the
development of the Tuggeranong 55 Plus Club. She was
tireless in her work and was an amazing role model. She will be
sadly missed and my thoughts go out to her family at this
difficult time.”

what | remember the most was her wonderful laugh and her
cheeky sense of humor. It was a privilege to have worked
alongside of Rusty and she will be greatly missed”.

‘I greatly admire this wonderful woman and she has made a
significant and long lasting contribution to her community.”

“Thankyou Rusty for being a wonderful friend to us all and a
tireless worker for our community. We are comforted knowing
you are now in safe, caring and loving hands and with those we
have loved and gone before us.”

There is no doubt Rusty’s devotion to the Tuggeranong
community has improved facilities, services and the overall life
of senior's living in the Valley whether it be through the
Tuggeranong Community Council, The 55Plus Club or the Lung
Life Support Group.

It was only last December that recognition for her many years
of work came when Rusty was honoured for her community



service with the unveiling of a plague in her name as part of the
Footsteps to Follow Centenary Project in Tuggeranong.

It now stands as a lasting tribute to valuable and much loved

member of the Tuggeranong Community Council and the
Canberra community.

Thankyou.



