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MEDIA RELEASE  
 

TCC demands relief at petrol pump 

More Tuggeranong families are suffering from “fuel poverty” as a result of Canberra’s high petrol 
prices that continue to defy recent falls in Sydney and other capital cities, according to 
Tuggeranong Community Council Vice President, Nick Tsoulias. Mr.Tsoulias, said Tuggeranong 
charities and welfare organisations all report that more and more families are seeking assistance 
with public transport and to meet their weekly petrol bills.  

Communities at Work, the Salvation Army and the St Vincent De Paul Society report increasing 
demand for their services from individuals and families facing financial hardship. Canberra 
motorists are paying anything from 15 to 20 cents a litre more for petrol than motorists in Sydney 
and other major metropolitan and regional centres, Mr Tsoulias said.   

“Petrol prices have been falling in Sydney and other capitals for a couple of weeks now while 
Canberra motorists continue to received little relief at all at the petrol pump. According to the 
NRMA, prices in inner Sydney are as low as $1.20c per litre for unleaded petrol and $1.15c per 
litre for E10. In Campbelltown motorists are paying around $1.24c a litre,” he said.  

“The average price in Canberra is currently $1.41c per litre and has moved little despite the big 
falls in Sydney and other capitals. The average price for petrol in Melbourne is $1.22c a litre. The 
lack of relief at the petrol bowser is having an impact on many families and individuals in 
Tuggeranong and Canberra generally who are facing hardship.”   

“For the first six months of this year the Salvation Army has handed out almost $12,000 in fuel 
assistance. This is compared to around $9,000 for the same period last year. In the same period it 
has assisted with vehicle registration totalling more than $1,700,” Mrs Tsoulias said.  

Although unable to supply figures to the TCC, both Communities at Work and St Vincent de Paul 
say they have experienced a significant increase in the numbers of people seeking transport 
assistance through both fuel and Action Bus vouchers. 

Mr. Tsoulias said the TCC is advised the reason for high petrol prices is the lack of competition in 
the Canberra fuel market which is dominated by the two large supermarket chains that consider 
Canberra and Queanbeyan ‘a captive market.’ 

“The ACT Government should act to ensure Canberra motorists benefit from falling petrol prices 
and motorists themselves should demand a fair go at the petrol pump,” he said. 
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