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Tuggeranong Community Council Inc 

General Meeting – 5 February 2013 

Minutes 

 

 

Present: 
See attendance record of 5 February 2013. 

 

President’s Opening address. 

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome to our first TCC meeting for 2013. The TCC is honoured tonight to have as 
our first guest speaker for 2013, Ms Katy Gallagher MLA, Chief Minister of the ACT whom will address the 

TCC tonight on this historic occasion. I say historic, because it is the first time a Chief Minister has visited 
the TCC to address its members.  I sincerely welcome you and your staff here tonight Chief Minister.  

Before I invite the Chief Minister to speak, I wanted our community to reflect tonight on the 10th 

anniversary of the Canberra bushfires that killed four people and destroyed 516 homes including the suburbs 

of Duffy, Chapman, Rivett and Kambah, which were in the direct path of this firestorm in January 19th 
2003.  Many ACT residents were given little or no warning of the danger as 5pm arrived Canberra's fate had 

been sealed with houses reported destroyed as well as houses in the small forestry settlement of Uriarra.  

Escape for our resident was hampered by poor warnings and the location of the settlement in the pine forest. 
Fires in the Michelago area, just South of Theodore forced the closure of the Monaro Highway into Canberra 

as fires spread through the Kambah Pool area and into the suburb of Kambah causing damage to many 

homes and one of the ACT’s primary Urban and Rural fire stations. Our Council remembers that day when 

fire spread through parkland, crossing the Tuggeranong Parkway and Athlon Drive and finally engulfing 
Mount Taylor.  Within an hour, houses were also burning in Torrens on the slopes of Mount Taylor and 

Weston Creek, and the Erindale College declared an evacuation emergency centre. The Tuggeranong 

Community Council remembers how our region was directly affected with the first casualty of the 
fire, a local elderly woman named Dorothy McGrath, whom died at the nearby Stromlo Forestry Settlement 

followed, Alison Tener, Peter Brooke and Douglas Fraser all from Duffy.  

We also remember our brave Emergency service volunteers, fire, ambulance and local police, nurses, doctors 
and vets, SES, ACTEW, ACT Roads all working together to restore normality in the coming days to 

Tuggeranong's residents, injured wildlife and working round the clock to restore our Water, gas, sewerage 

and communications that were heavily affected. The TCC would like everyone now upstanding to observe a 

minute’s silence and to remember the victims of our worst natural disaster. (TCC members observe a 
minute’s silence) That concludes my Presidents opening and I am happy to welcome Chief Minister Katy 

Gallagher to talk to our council now on a range of issues concerning Tuggeranong residents and take 

questions from the floor, in particular about announcements from last year’s ACT election.  
“I welcome you Chief Minister” 

 

Guest Speaker: Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher 
The Chief Minister addressed the Council members on ACT Government programs underway and planned. 

Renovation of the Tuggeranong Community Health Centre, a walk in health centre, public transport, urban 

parks, cycleways, footpaths etc. She said she met regularly with the TCC, probably more than any other 

Council. She described the TCC as strong advocates for the Tuggeranong Valley. 
 

Following her address, Ms Gallagher took questions from the floor. Matters ranged from public transport and 
inner city car parking, ACT support for services to the new residential development at Tralee, what message 

the government got from the election result in Brindabella, the condition of Lake Tuggeranong and the 

development at wetlands, update on Chisholm community park, interoperability between government 
departments on planning and development issues, changes to the rating structure and safety at bus 

interchanges. To listen to an edited version of the presentation visit: www.tuggcc.com 

 

Apologies: 
Gai Brodtmann, Dale Redden, Dug Holmes, Susan Penn-Turrell, Greg Downing,  

 

Confirmation of Minutes of December 2012 Meeting: 
Accepted:  Jan Petrie  Seconded:  Eric Traise 

 

Matters Arising from October 2012 Meeting: 

http://www.tuggcc.com/
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No matters were raised by members. 

 

President’s Report (Nick Tsoulias): 
President, Nick Tsoulias presented the following Report: 

The TCC joined the other ACT Community Councils tour of new Canberra Airport Terminal that will 

include an international arrivals and departure lounge. Requested ideas from members for how the TCC can 
participate in Centenary celebrations and projects. Some ideas that have come forward include a town picnic, 

time capsule, a flag for Tuggeranong and the development of ponds.   
 

Accepted:  Eric Traise   Seconded:  Alison Ryan 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Frank Vrins): 
Current bank account balance is $21,636.05 comprising of our Operating Account of $1,927.50 and 

Investment Account of $19,708.55. Expenditure totalled $880.20, with the main items being for phone and 

internet costs of $170.20 and office costs of $710.00. Income during the period was $14.58 comprising bank 
interest of $2.58 and membership fees of $12.00. 

 

Accepted:  Ross McConnell Seconded:  Alison Ryan 

 

Secretary’s Report (Darryl Johnston): 

Letters sent to the Mayor of Queanbeyan. Letter sent on 11 December requesting an explanation for a letter 

to the Editor of the Canberra Times in which the author accuses the TCC of being a “puppet of Canberra 
Airport” - to date there has been no response. 

 

Accepted:  Bill Heins   Seconded:   Glenys Patulny  
 

Sub-Committee Reports: 

 Planning and Environment Sub Committee 

Glenys Patulny provided an update on the activities of the Tuggeranong Lake Carers (TLC) group and 

proposals for groups to adopt a shoreline. Discussions being held on plans for the timeline for the 
establishment of wetlands. Six wetlands are required to make a difference to Lake Tuggeranong. Needs to 

raise public awareness and spread the word. Plans for a logo competition for the TLC and the awarding of 

prizes.  
 

Eric Traise reported on the issue of Tralee. Eric advised that the issue is not dead and that parties opposed to 
Tralee were considering what steps they can take to stop residential development at Tralee. Darryl Johnston 

also provided members with an update on the advice the TCC had received on behalf of Tuggeranong 

residents from its lawyers. 

 

 Transport and Community Sub Committee 

Russ Morison provided members with an update on deliberations within the Combined ACT Community 

Councils on transport issues. He invited interested members to join the Combined Community Councils 

transport sub-committee.  
 

Police Report: 

Sergeant Daryl Neit, OIC of Tuggeranong Police Station provided the following report: 
 

 ACT Policing released crime statistics for the third quarter showed a 16 percent decrease in overall 

offences compared to the previous year in the whole of the ACT. However, there had been a slight 

increase in burglaries and assaults. 

 The statistics show a decrease in a majority of offences (sexual assaults, robbery, property damage, 

thefts) in Tuggeranong. However there was an increase in assaults and burglaries when compared to 
the same period last year. 

 Relatively quiet period over the Christmas period, except for a domestic dispute on Christmas Day 

over the assembling of a child’s bike. 

 A number of car fires in Canberra. Latest method of car thieves to destroy DNA evidence. Less 

number of cars being stolen but more of those stolen are being burnt. Small task force being 
established by ACT Policing to combat the problem. 
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Questions from the floor: 

Members raised some concerns, including the following: 

 Tyre slashing activity at Narrabundah. Been around for 20-years. Police continue to investigate. 

 Vehicle burnouts and “hoon” activity in Gordon is now happening during the day. Police Traffic 

Operations are aware of the activity. Members of the public are reluctant to make police statements 

for the misguided fear of retaliation. 

 Overturning of cars in Gilmore and Chisholm. Police checking CC TV 

 Request for statistics of drink and drug driving over Christmas. 

 

Update from Local Members: 

Nick invited the local Members in attendance, namely Andrew Wall and Brendyn Smith to provide 

information. 
 

Andrew Wall raised the issue of the Kambah School pedestrian bridge and paint falling from the structure. 

Mr Wall has been advised that the paint work will be fixed. He has also raised concerns over motorcycles 
and small cars using the bridge and endangering pedestrians. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

 Abuse of disabled parking facilities 

 

Brendan Smyth stated that many of the concerns raised with the Chief Minister this evening are issues that 

have been raised and discussed for the last 20-years. He said that this-year provides an opportunity for 

people to talk about a future vision for Tuggeranong.  

 

Questions from the floor: 

 Asked if he was going to stand for the position of Leader of the ACT Liberals. 

 Asked when the first forum of Centenary conversation will be held. 

 Parking facilities at Manuka 

 

Other Business / General Announcements: 

Beverley Flint submitted and proposed the following motion:  

That the TCC place on record an acknowledgment of the contribution over the years of the original 
Hyperdome  newsagency tenants, brothers Jim and Graham Phelan and their families, for their service to 

the community of Greenway and the surrounding region of Tuggeranong. 
 

Seconded:  Bill Heins    Accepted by a majority vote of members  

 

Meeting closed at 9.40pm. The next Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 5 March 2013, with guest speaker to 
be arranged and confirmed. 

 


