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STATEMENT 
 

Wood heater emissions, we can do better  
 

 
The Tuggeranong Community Council (TCC) welcomes industry efforts to reduce wood 

smoke pollution, but believes we can do better.  
 
The TCC was commenting on the eve of a Senate inquiry into the impact of air quality on 

health and media reports the wood heating industry proposes to change the national 
emissions standard for wood heaters and reduce the particulate matter per kilogram of 

wood burnt, from 4 grams to 2-point-.5 grams.  
 
The TCC welcomes the announcement but believes we can do better. It said technological 

advances had made wood heaters much cleaner and more efficient and a new national 
standard of 2-point-5 grams will make very little difference to our winter air pollution 

problems. It also said any new emissions standard must be set independent of industry, 
based on health and coupled with a high efficiency standard.  
 

A low emissions and high efficiency standard means people who want to heat their homes 
with wood can with new generation heaters that are cleaner, use less wood, cheaper to 

run and better for our health. 
 
According to the Federal Environment Department and the ACT Government residential 

wood burning is the largest single source of air pollution in Canberra. Domestic wood 
smoke pollution is a serious health problem in the Tuggeranong Valley every winter, 

especially for people who suffer a pre-existing heart or lung condition, the elderly and the 
very young whose lungs are still developing. 
 

While winter air quality has improved in Tuggeranong in recent years, the TCC still 
encourages residents to consider cleaner, more efficient forms of domestic heating and 

take advantage of the ACT Government’s generous wood heater buyback program. 
 
The TCC will continue to support efforts to reduce all forms of air pollution in the 

Tuggeranong Valley. 
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